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To a Miniſter of the Church of SCOT L AND; &c 
- g ſn p X . 4 1 . 4 * EF. 
be | | | | k | 7 15 
Reverend and Dear BROTHER, r ü 


\ 8 you have been pleaſed, oftener than once, to inſiſt ſur m 


Opinion, with the Reaſons of it, in writing, about the Over- 
ture tranſmitted to Presbyteries by the laſt General Aſſembly, 
whereby the Rules of the form of Procef, Chop. 7th, with reſpect to 
Informations againſt 2 are extended to Probationers: eh 
the rather been induced, now at laſt, to comply with this demand, 
by reflecting how eaſie it is for the greateſt part even of the Mini- 
ſters of this Church to overlook the real deſign of that Overture, and 
therefore how neceſſary it is to communicate our Sentiments upon 
that ſubje& to one another. | r 
I T doubt not but there ſtill is amongſt us ſo much Zeal for the true 
Intereſts of Religion, and conſequently for the purity of the mini- 
ſterial Character, upon which the other ſo much depends, that if it 
were apprehended how wide a Door would be opened by THIS 
ALTERATION in our Dicipline, and how much more difficult it 
would render any honeſt endeavours for excluding from the facred 
Office of the Miniftery ſuch as are unworthy of that Character, the 
Deſign wou'd yet be dropt. I am perſuaded that ifeven they who 


have hitherto puſhed it on, did view the conſequences of it in the 


fame light that I do, they wou'd no longer inſiſt upon it. But yet I 
cannot help obſerving how carefully and how artfully the framers of 
this act (for an a & it was this time twelvemonth) have laboured to 
conceal from common Obſervation the thing that was really 
intended by it "4 Ur n 

If the Deſign be, as it undeniably is, to limit the Power vf Prel- 
byteries in the judicial trial of, or enquiry into the Character of Pro- 
bationers, how carefully is this Deſign concealed? It is only intitul - 
ed: Act concerning the Character and Behaviour of Miniſters and Pro- 


| bationers. Nay a ſuperficial Reader who is not at the pains to look 


farther than the Act it ſelf, might be led to imagine that it had taken its 
riſe from a ſenſe of the Danger there is of corruption of the Clergy, 


and that the Aſſembly had nothing elſe in view but greater ſtrictneſs 


and care to guard againſt this evil. So the words, at firſt glance 
| | | {cem 


= 
ſem to import. The General Aſſembly conſidering how much 
it is for the honour of God, and ediſtentio of the Church that all 
Miniſters and Preachers of the Goſpel, be Perſons of good Liſe 
and Character, do earneſtly recommend to, and en join all Presb- 
ce byteries to take Care, that all Miniſtets behave themſelv be- 
* comes their Character; and to be ſtrict in adverting, eon 
„men hom they licence to preach the Goſpel be. Perſond 
Report, and carefully obſerve their Behaviour after they are li- 
£ eened. * Wou'd any Body at firſt view imagine that this was 
the Bulk of an Act conſeſſedly intended on purpoſe to bridle the 
Zeal that had appeared for theſe noble Purpoſes, and in a a great 
meaſure to render ingffe&ua]. the Concern that ſome Judicatories had 
diſcovered upon this Subject? theſe however are all but general words, 
and contain no PARTICULAR. REGULATION. But they are a 
Fort of gilding to the Pill, which is as it were flipt in among them at 
Jaſt, as if it had not been the only thing intended. For the Overture, 
like ſome noxious. little Animals, carrys all the ſting in its Tail, 
_ "and chus it concludes: 1750 do allo appoint, that the Rules of the 
form of Proceſs Chap. 5th with reſpect 19 Informations againſt 
_* Miniſters of this Church, be extended to Probationers. 
© Of the few who read this Overture, a great deal fewer, I dare foy 
liw . give, themſelyes the trouble to ſearch into the form. of Proceſs, 
after the concern that is expreſſed in the intelligible part of the O- 
 verture,, for the good Lite and CharaQter of Preachers of the Goſpel, 
for the Rules that are to be extended to Probationers. And indeed 
it may eaſily be taken for granted that the Rules here recommen- 


* 


aq? whatever they be., are. at leaſt conſiſtent with, if not mare ful- 


y imponczing Praſpyteries the more. effectually and. tt carefull 
« to'obferve their. Behaviour after they are licenced And thereſc 4 


it will be no ſurpriſe to me if very few Presbyteries ſhoud ſend up their 


anumadverſions. upon the Overture to the next Aſſembly; tho? at 
the ſame time * — ommiſſion will be no ſufficient evidence of its 
// % en 6 ich: 
, Tho! ſome of the Rules contained in that Chap. are ſuch as evident- 
ly cannot be applyed to Probationers, particularly. the Direction “ to 


- 


„ make.a,Presbyterial Viſitation of that Pariſh.to. which the Mini- 


« ſter belongs where the Complaint againſt him js a multitude of ſmal- 
ler- things laid together 5. 9. with what is added in ſome follow- 
ing Paragraphs: and tho others of them will, Ibelieve, appear as ev- 
idently.not to have the ſame reaſon in the caſe of Probationers, that 
there is in the caſe, of Miniſters, Particularly, - the Rule in 5. 1 
that All Proceſſes againſt any Miniſters, are to begin before the 
« Presbytery to which he be longeth, and not before the Kirk Seſſion 
« of his own Pariſh, ” the reaſon of which obviouſly is becauſe the 
81791 20 8990 NMiniſter 
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Miniſter uſually is the conſtarit Moderator of the (but, and the 
Executor of their Sentences; beſides! that he is an Officer in the 
Church of a Superior Order to all the reſt of the Members in ordinary 
caſes ; which is the very reaſon aſſigned for this in the ſorm of Pro- 
ceſs it, ſelf Cl . 1: 4 7. neither of which can be faid of Probation- 
ers: yet as I do not take theſe to be any of the particulars that will 
be ſtickled b. or that indeed were mainly in view, I ſhall not 
inſiſt any farther upon them, | after having only obſer ved. chat as to 
the laſt "theſe, it ſeems to ma to be jneonſiſtent-with/that tender- 
nels for the Character of Probationers, that is alledged as the moſt 
ſpecious Argument for the Overture, in ſo far as ĩt muſt contribute 
to the unneceſſary ſpreading of any Scandal, they may happen to be 
under. Let us ſuppaſe, for example, that one of wah: character 
ſhould have the misfortune to be accuſed before a Seſſion, perhaps it 
4 v a great Diſtance from the ordinary place of his Reſidence, and in an 
-obſcure corner, of being the Father of a Child unlawfully beg 
It is very Poſſible that for want of Proof, he may be alete fim- 
Pliciter, and.if it were nat for ſuck a Rule as this the affair might be 
ſo managed, that the very accuſation: ſhould ſcarccly / ever 'behearfl 
of, at leaſt where he has his uſual Reſidence; whereas if no ſtep can 
be taken in his tryal without bringing it before the 2 
which . Ne * be nn to desen irs wen 
Greater 
But that which is Eu: to be chiefly intended, onthe one Hand, 
a an what J have the ſttrongeſt objections to, on the other, is the 
following Faſſage in F. 3 © x Precbyrery is not ig far to receive the 
. Information. as to proceed to the citation of a Miniſter or 
 «. way begin the Proceſs untill there be firſt ſome Perſon,” who un- 
der his Hand gives in the complaint, with ſome account of its 
66. Prababilit „aul undertakes to make out the Libel. 'Secunds. 
Or at leaſt do hefore the Pres tery undertake to make it out un- 
der the Pain of being cenfure$ as u Slanderer-. Or  Tertio. That 
the fama clamoſa oſ the Scandal be ſo great, as that the presb 
ſor their on vindlication ſee themſelves neceſſitat to begin 
& Proceſs, withaut any particular Accuſer. 5 
Now Dear ROTER, Iiraqkly oun to you that howeved-this Re. 
—— malt appear at firſt ſight. to ſay Presbyteties under a con- 
ſicdlerable Reſtraint in a very important Branch 'of their Office, which 
is not ſo competent to any other Judicatory of the ven / that is, 
in keeping the Door, if I may fo ſay, of the Sanctuary, and guard. 
ing the entrance into Holy Orders; yet; I make no queſtion” but 1 
might have overlooked the thing as much as 1 find” many others | 
of my Bretheren do, if I had not been led by ſome Ercumſtances to | 
tun my thoughts with a peculiar attention to this ſubjet, and | 


2 3 


L 62 
therefore, as I am not at all ſurpriſed to find that every one does not 
viey this matter in the fame light that I do; ſo in order to ſet it fully 
—— b — — 

to y. our view a little at every Step, 
on the 1 that have made the deepeſt Impreſſion upon 
my mind. | | a 03% 74 2845 
5 "The firſt and indeed the main Point, that I believe will chiefly 
influence our way of thinking upon this Subject is the vaſt Import- 
ance of Clergymens being good Men, or which is all that is 
practicable and the utmoſt of what we can d to, excluding 
ſuch as are apparently bad men from the ſacred office of the Mini- 
Ary. The importance of this, I know, will be denied by no Body. 
-But I muſt beg leave to obſerve that how readily ſo ever moſt 
People allow this, yet every one does not ſeem to attend /i ficient- 
2 There is a great differance between granting a truth, and 
being deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe. of it. This I am abundantly © 
ble of in m own experience; and therefore as the Hinge of 
the preſcnt — turns upon this point, I ſhall open my mind to 
you ſo much the more fully and freely upon it. M 
It is not ſo long ſince I was a young Man my ſelf, as to have 
loſt all Sympathy with thoſe that are now in that Stage of Liſe, or 
to have forgot the allowances that are to be made for them. And 1 
am confident that my preſent way of thinking upon this Subject is ſo 
far from being narrow, (if the term narrow way of thinking means 
any thing that deſerves to be condemned). that I think I could ap- 
peal even to the youngeſt Students, to judge of the rigour of any 
Rules I ſhall propoſe, or of the ' pinching of any fetters I may be 
accuſed of forging for tjemm WT ERNE 
I am willing to go all the lengths that I thought any moderate 
and ſerious Man wou'd have contended for. In the firſt place Tam 
Jepſible that young men are naturally more diſpoſed to chearfullneſs 
in converſation than others that are more advanced in Years, and 
tmereſote am willing to make all manner of allowances for every 
thing in that period of Life that is not directly immoral. And how- 
ever I may wiſh that they woud, “ & not venture ſo mach as to ap- 
3 h near the Boundary that ſeparates betwixt Virtue and Vice 
« but keep themſelves viſibly, and to the conviction of all dpectat - 
« ors, on the ſaſe ſide of the diſputed limit yet I am ready to go as 
far as any one can demand in excluding every thing of this ſort from 
being the Subject of a Proſecution. '\ Nay if I had ground to ſuſpect 
that offence might be taken on the account of any innocent Liberty, 
to the prejudice of their Character, I wou'd think my ſelf bound to 
conceal it with great care where I thought it woud be improved to 
* Leechmans Sermon on 1 Tim. 4. 16. 


their 
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1 whe cquſe to give 
it him by himſelf alone. 


„I am ſenſible bkeways, in the Second Place, that. young Men, = 
well as others, are apt to ſuffer in their Character ſometimes unjuſtl d, 
chat things may be taken by a wrong Handle, and miſi epreſent 
and that ſome may even forge Calumnies. 722 them Er whie 
there i is no ee And therefore, I ſhall never be for obs 

them upon bare Surmiſes or Reports. It is for for (hi: * reaſonthat 

I wiſh Presby teries may not be deprived of a, Pow get fairly at 
the Bottom Of any Reports that may be induſtriou to t 
Prejudice, being apprehenſive that the Characters of. fro oung 
men may happen 0 ſmart the ook. ſeverely by fach; a ation 
It will put i in the power. of bad men, and it may  Influence'g ood 
Men to uſe them ſo much the more pa Caluminators arr will 
talk with:the more aſſurance, and with leſs fear of being detected; 
and even others may think themſelves entitled to lay ſo much the 
more ſtreſs upon inſiſſicient evidence, when once they find. that 'tis 
the. only ſort that can he had. 

Thus I think I have made all fair 7 1 But after 88 | 
cefſiohs, I muſt Kill inſiſt upon it as a matter of the higheſt impor- 
tance, that Presbyteries not only have a Power, but that. they be 
truly in earneſt in the exerciſe of that Power to enquire into the 
Characters of Candidates, and that in fuch 4 manner as that thoſe 
who are Judiciallß found to be bad men, to he really. 223 a Baa 
penitent, be excluded. from the Sacred Office they are 
This is a point I: lay ſo great a Streſs upon, that I not . to 
maintain that, without a ſtrict guard; upon the entrance into 
that Office, there muſbbe very ſoon, in the natural courſe of things, not 
ſo muchas ane xternal Decency in the Lives of Clergy Men, and that the 
conſequence of this can be noleſs than an univerſal corruption and De- 
pra vation of manners ort an utter extinction of any true Religion a 
mongſt us ſo far. as the firſt conſequence extends; the one holdi 
an exact Proportion to, and keeping pace with the ather. ” And the 
.conſequence-of this I hope I need not ſay, muſt be a proportional i in- 
volving the World in miſery; both here and her 

I know there are not a few who will be apt to think that this is 
talking a great deal too high, and who look upon Clergymen 2s 40 
more contemiptible Body of Men than to imagine that the Happi- 
neſs or miſery of the World can depend ſo much upon them, I wiſh 
indeed that there had not been. too much ground given upon many 
occaſions for ſaying that ill ofthem, which ſome thoughtleſs People 
make a general, and therefore an unjuſt application of. For m 
own Js I am ſenſible that Where they are not uſeful[to 1 the moſt im 


87 | 
portait Intereſt&of Mankind, dhey are a moſt Dennicieus Set of Meri; 
andthe very worf-of all publick Nuiſunces. But that they muſt be 
either of very great Benefit, or of very great Detriment to the World, 

—Wvith ine pat al queſtion. Men are like the Faith: they live 
upon. If we wou'd have Cotn and good ſruit to grow om it, it muſt 
be carefully eultivated. But H totally neglected, Weeds and Thorns; 
and Brits will 4pring up of emſelves. He muſt have willfully 
ſhut his eyes that does not fe the human nature to be now in a ſtate 
of great degeneracy and Depravity, and ſtanding in need of all poſ- 
fible Helps 4nd Aﬀiſtances in order to any virtuous Improvement. 
re 700 fe cnn towards moral Perfection where Men 

ve fo frequent vecahons to hear their Duty explained,” inculcated, 
and inforced with the moſt tron Grain what 4 diſmal Proſpect 
wou'd ariſe Hom total Deprivation of all ſort of publick Teachs 
ing and Affifiznce in Religion and morality? what muſt the con- 
ſequerice be, büt chat, as Humiati nature is generally pretty much 
the ſame in L pls ces, abſtracting from the advantages of cultivation, 
the whole Woild wou'd ſoon degenerate into a Race of Hotentots or 
ſome ſuch Barbarians; as the Country of theſe fort of People com- 
rionly tuns its wild and desolate Foreſtt. 
almoſt impoſſible for 


L 


Fu St; are fHuborn things: Now tis | 
thoſe who'know/zny thing gt alk ef What has paſſed in the World 
vt to know H extretnily uſeful god and diigent Miniſters have 


been in teſbrming a corrupt and viewus World! Let any Man but 
deals lintle in Neadig this Lives of fich of them as have been eminent 


and he will. foot be convinced” that ſugle Perſons in that Station 
have converted their Thon/####4 from being hurtfull-to be uſefull mem- 
bers of . Hut the truth is that bad men uſually look 
upon what they call a knowledge” of the World as conſiſting 
in à knowfedge of the wickedneſs of the has. And therefore 
ate much greater Strangers to any little rea good that is in the 
wat than” the moſt wh 5 Devotee is to thoſe ways of thinking 
and acting upon the knowledge of which they are ſo apt to value 
themſelves. 80 that how undoubtedly ſo ever there are ſuch things 
in fuck, yet thele being facts chat ſome men are quite unacquainted 
with, it 01 erfugde them that there is really any ſuch 
ung a ta qo 2 E . E 5 = -* I "4 Py 
' Howevet,even Perſons of this Character will not, 1 am ſure, grudge '- 
to yield me the other fide ofthe alternative, viz. that bad Clergymen 
dave been the Bane and the Nufn of any thing like true Religion in the 
orld. And if People were at the Pains to take à curſory glance 
of at leaſt ſome of the more remarkable Periods in the Hiſtory of 
the Chriſtian Church, with this particular view; from thenve- it 
would evidently appear that the corruption of ai Rams of Men — 
a ä ace 
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fura,'paucos aut propemodum nullos fuiſſe reperientus — non indig nos 
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* J 
Pace with the Corruption * 25 and hat the Corrdptioof 
the Glergy was as 80 an re relaxation of the- igour 
of Diſcipline, that every ſſackening of the Reims was attended with a 
higher Degree of Deptevation,”and, (which ſhould make us extfeme- 
ly cautious, in à mutter of ſueh importance, how we yield to any 
thing that looks like down2hill ' work, where the rndiieh is uſu 
accelerated in a terrible Proportion) that" the Corruption in both 
Clergy'and People did at laſt come to 2 3 is pe ur Anz 
ing, and almoſt exceeding human Belief, © 

ik tothe times before the Reformiltions) by the things I 
ledp d by Popiſh Authors themſelves, I think Calvin's Teſtimony *is 
— juſtified, Who ing of — Ofdinations; or Admiſſien 
of Clergymen in the Church of Rome, f. 3, Res" ipſa non putitur me 
vel feoitur- attinger c hoc argumentum ſine * ipſorum dedevore "Et 
— e in quo Scripti genere nunc ver Nh nec orationem* meam 

ham Compoſt” eſe debet,” ultra ſubs meta dif- 

—— — Gd tamen reſpondeat mi 9 eorum ut non Pror 


ſus frontem perdiderunt; | quales hodie Epiſtopi paſſim eliguntur. Sam- 


examen 2 de ber ind _ "obſole tum oft. 75 de mopibus fiat cen. 
ve 
teres-Canones judicuſſont. © Qui non flit ebrioſus; fait Scortater: qui ab 
_ ue Scelere puriis fuit, aut aleo fair ant Venator, aut in aligua 
ite diffolutus. Sum enim levivy vitia quis ſceundum vetuſtos Cano- 
nes | hominis ab  Epiſcopatu- exeludunt.-' Hoe vero lo  abſurdiſinium, 
quod Pueri quoque vix decennes, Pap conce tone, Epiſcopi ſunt futti. 
Eo impudentiæ ac ſtupvris provetli ſunt ut e"illad quidem extremum e 
2 prodigiofum flagitium horrerent, quod ab ipſo natur de ſenſu ponitns 
ret. Hinc appatet quam 7 % 996 ain | _- 
e negligentia fuit „Calvin Inſt.” L K* And 
again F. 14. Quid: 1 ad mores 3 7 ge a rr 
di quam C briftas rt * ub; ſal terra nbi illa Santtitas que. 'velyt 
perpetua cenfura eſſe poſit ? 'Nullus hddie eſt hominum ordo mages infamis 
luxu, mollitie, deliciis omni denique genere libidinum : nullo ex —— \ 
ores aut peritiores ummis impoſiure, ſhaudis, Ng Oe & mapiſ-. 
tri; nuſquam tantum ad nocendum vel Slertig' vel audaciæ. Tuceo faſ- 
tum, ſuperbiam, ' rapacitatem; . — Faces diſſolutam in omnibus | 
vite partibus licentiam. Quib us ferendis ita fatigatus eft mandys ut 
verendum non ſit ne quid nimium 225 erare videar. Unum dico quod. 
5 ne ipſi qui dem poterunt. "Ex Bpiſtipis fere nullum, ex Paro- 
iarum praefat?1s non efſe centeſimum quemque, cijus fi de moribus ferenda 
wit t ſecundum veteres canones Sententia, non ſit vel excommunicundus, vel 
minimum a munere abdicandus. Videor aliquid incredibile dicere, ades 
prifea illa difciplina que eractiorem cenſuram de _—_ _ ou Pre- | 
er objelevit + * Sed'onmimita res huet. 
B Biſhop 


L 10 7] 
+ Biſhop Borne obſerves, ſpeaking of the ſame times [if the Pref! 
1% Halt. Care.] That“ The Clergy by theſe Diſorders felt under 
2 ganeral conterapt, . and out of that, roſe the Authority as well as 
the Wealth of the monafich orders; and when Riches and Power 
had caxrupted them, the hogging orders took away the credit from both: 
oven their reputation, which the outward | ſeverity | of: their 
lule, Habit, and Manner of Life did both eſtabliſh and maintain 
lang. Was at laſt, ſo generally loſt, that no Part or Body of the No- 
miſh Clergy had credit enough to ſtop the Progreſs of the "Reforma 
e which was. in & great: meaſure occalianed by the Scorn and 
Hatred that fell on them, and which was ſo ſpread over all the 
Parts of Zurqpe, that to it, even their on. Hiſtorians do inipute 
the great advances that Luther c Doctine made for about fifty 
Years, together; whole Kingdoms and Prowinces embracing it, 28 
it were all of the ſuddem. un SHIRT oa 84 ont wart i 
The beſt uſe of Church Hiſtory is to point out the Cauſes of for» 
mer: Ahuſes and Corxuptions, that they ma be ſtopt in their four« 
cos, and therefore L muſt be excuſed to add a little more from the 
Bp., It Li e the Reformation ] has now, continues he, ſor above 
en Hundred eera made a full ſtand, and in moſt places has ratber 
4 Joſk/ground than gained any. The Reaſon of (707 693523. 
4 of. that. work muſt be imputed to the Reformation made in ſev 
< Points: with relation to the manners and the Labours of the Clergy, 
« by. the Church f Rome, and the Depravation under which molt ef 
me Kefor med\Charches;ave ſall eng on hon 
- The firſt Reſormers were ſenſible that the reſtoring of Diſcipline 
vas ane of the moſt important things in order to any real Reformati- 
an. Calvin ſpends the whole 12th Chap. te 4th Book of hit Inffi- 
tutions in ſhe wing the) neceſſity of it, not only with reſpect to ihe 
People but eſpecially with reſped to the Clergy. And ſuch ſtreſa he 
leys upon this matter that he does not ſtick to ſay, © Quicungue vel 
Sublatam. Diciplinam aupiunt, vel ejus impediunt reſtitutionem, ſtue hac 
faciant data opera, ſive per incogitantiam, Eccleſjae certe extremam di ſipa- 
tianem gusrunt. Hect. 1 And again Sed, 4. Sine hoc Diſcip- 
linae vinculo qui diu ſtare paſſe Eccleſias confidunt opinione fulluntur: niſi 
ante impune carere poſſimus # adminiculo, quod Dominus fore nobis ne- 
celſarium providit. And when he comes to ſpeak of it more parti- 
culary with Relation to the Clergy, after a deſcription of what it waa 
int antient times, he ſays, Quandiu uigebat hac ſeveritas, non plus 
verbs, e vigebant clerici a plebe, quam exemplo. & opere praeſtaræut. Quin 
nulto rigidiores erant in ſeipſos quam in uulgus. Et ſane ita decet ut 
humaniore: & leniore (ut ita laquar) diſcipline plebs regatur : clerici in- 
ter fe. acriores excarceant cenſuras, minusque longe ſibi quam altis 
indulgeant. Sect. 22. Zanchius carrys the matter as ed. 
C3 (24.20 «a « V;deant 
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— fays he, 'Principes & | 
in eccleſia reſtitutam nolunt-quid agant. He | t 
perpetuo in Eccleſia tanguam ſingularts theſaurus conſervetur Ergo. qui 
eam exulare-volunt, ſciant ſe velle Chriſtum - exulare——————+ Qui honc 
e FoemgabOe CO oy 
nen. Zanch. de Eccie :: ed es 

All the reformed Churches however, Ad. not equally enjoy the 

— a Diſcipline ſettled among them. And indeed no- 
thing can better illuſtrate the prefent Argument than a Review of the 
effects of having it, und the effects of wanting it, in this particular 
affair of a decent and uſefull, or a ſcandalous and inſuſficient Clergy, 
which will ſafficiently:: ger in the ——— n 

£ ngland and Scotland, 

It was the unbippinefs of the Church: of England that Ache Refor- 
— retained the ſame form of Church Government, (if it 
be not, miſapplication of the term to ſpeak of Church Government, 
where there really is no ſuch thing as any Church Government at all) 
which they found then ſettled in the Church of Rome, with! all the 
Abuſes that had crept into it, and without any of the Remedies that 
have been provided by the Camel of Trent againſt e abuſes. Ac- 
.cording'to this form, the Paſtors of the ſeveral + tions are 
excluded: from the Government of them, and the ſole eccleſiaſty 
Juriſdictian over many hundred Pariſhes ſometimes is 
veſted in one Man, who cannot be ſuppoſed to -know one af many 
Hundreds of the People that are imagined to be committed to his 
charge. Indeed it is no matter whether he does or not ſor all 
this Lordly Dominion that Biſhops have the name of, inſtead di 
being too much Power, is in offect none at all: So that if it were 
poſſible for him to inſpect the manners of ſo large a flock, and if he 


had ever fo great an Inclnation — he has it not 


in his power, as this exceſſive JuriſdiQion (ſo exceſſive, that tis im. 
poſſible, and thereſore nothing) is again taken out of bis Hands, and 
muſt be executed by a Lay Chancellor, who having no Cure of 
Souls, and being bred to the Baſineſs of the Law as a Trade, does 
not ſo much as pretend to have any other concern but how to make 
the moſt of his place by the civil Cauſes, which the Laws and 
cuſtoms of the Country enable him to draw into his Court. f 
Under fuch a wretched conſtitution, calculated fo as to 
its-own Deſign, it wou'd be in vain to expect any ſuch thing as 
Cherch Difeipline or an Inſpection into the manners of Chriſtians as 
ſuch, attended with Deprivation of Church Priviliges, or Chriſtian 
communion according to the Scandalouſneſs of their Lives. This the 
Church of Englond ſeems to be ſenſible of, and to ' own in theit 
Liturgy that *tis a great Deſect. And this Biſhop Burnet frequently 


complaius 


L120 | 
complains of, particularly with Reference to the | Admiſſion of wick 
ed . concluſion of the Hiſtary of his. on times, 

he ons that © The eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction was the Burden of his 
Life to ſee how it was adminiſtered.” Anda little aſter in his Ad- 
- droffes-to the Biſhops: I know, ſays he, and have often felt it, that 
our Power is ſo limited that you can do little.“ And again, 
GE he Patron has the nomination of him to whom the Care of Souls 
- js to be committed; «which. mult take place, unleſs ſome juſt and 
legal exception can be made by the Biſbop. Even that is not eaſy to 
de maintained in the Courts of Law, where the Biſbop, will ſoon be 
run into ſo great an Expence, that I am aſraid many, rather than 
venture on that, receive unworthy Men into the Service of the Church, 
who are in the ſequel reproaches to it. ya nec bom Au 
No what has been the conſequence of this conſtitution, but that 
the urch of England Clergy have been . diſtinguiſhed amongſt all 
the Clergy of Chriſtendom for the Difſoluteneſs and Licentiouſneſs 
of their Lives. During the firſt Zeal of the. Reformation, they 
might be tolerably decent, perhaps ſor the moſt Part, and I doubt 
not but there were many eminently good Men, and I hope there 
- till are, and always have been jome ch amongſt them? But the 
want of diſcipline did too ſoon diſcover. it {elf in the groſs Ignorance, 
the ſupine Negligence and the ſcandalous Immorality of thoſe. who 
ſucceeded the firſt »Reformers. And this arrived to ſuch a Pitch 
before the breaking out of the civil war in King Charles the firſts 
time; that it had no fmall- Influence upon the Revolution that 
then happened. Tis certain the Cry of this was fo great that 
the Parliament which met in 1640, and; who had multitudes of Pe- 
titions ſent up to them from all quarters againſt the Miniſters, charg- 
ing them with Scandal and Inſufficiency, appointed a Committee to 
hear Complaints againſt them. Mr. bite who was Chairman af 
that Committee publiſhed, a Century of - Scandalous Miniſters which 
was afterwards followed--with a Second Century, both which weie filled 
with ſuch abominable Particularities, that Dr. Calamy obſcrves, 
* the concealing them had been a much greater Service to Religion 
than Publication of them, which was but making ſport for Atheiſts, 
« Papiſts and Prophane.” Mr. Baxter who certainly was no bigotted 
Presbyterian, who himſelf had epiſcopal ordination, and who ſeems 
to have had no other prejudice; againſt the Hierarchy, but that the 
Engliſh frame of it was inconſiſtent with the due Excerciſe of Dif 
cipline, ſpeaks of them in the following terms, « Alas! the Churches 
were peſtercd with ſuch wretches as are our ſhame and trouble to 
* this Day. Abundanec of mere Readers, and drunken, prophane, 
« Debauched Men were the Miniſters of the Churches; ſo that ue 
have been theſe many Lears endeavouring to cleanſe the Church of 
them, 
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A them; and have uot fully effe@ediit 26 this Day. v Bades Ferm 
ed Paſtor. And in the Preface to that Book he thus apologizes ſor ſuch 
Paſſages in it. Another ſort that will be offended with me are ſome 


of the Divines of the Prelatical way, whom I had no Mind tooffend, 


nor to diſhonour : But if neceſſary. Duty will do it; what Remedy: 
F But I multi oll them that I ſpoke not by Hearſay but from 


fight and feeling ve remeruber hat a ſort of Miniſters the 
Land abounded with, while the ableſt and maſt diligent Men were 


caſt out, of which matters we cannot be ignorant, if there were 


no Records remaining of their atteſted Accuſations. 


Let any one but read that Book of Mr. Baxter's,.and another of 
the fame Author intituled Cain and Abel, and he will, ſee a moſt 
affecting Deſcription af (what moſt of the Hiſtories of thoſe times 
that deal in Church affairs are full of) the ſad Influence that ſuch a 
corrupt Clergy had upon the Intereſts of ſerious Religion over the 


whole Nation, how groſs Ignorance abounded every where, and in 


conſequence of that, a Spirit of malignity againſt all . ſerious 


Godlineſs: fo that if a Man did but ſeem to have any concern about 


his Salvation, if he expreſſed any: Diſpleaſure at Drunkeneſs or Pro- 


formable ſo ever to the Church in all other reſpects, he was preſently 
jeered as a Puritan, and became the Scorn of the Vulgar. So that, ſays 
Mr. Baxter, * it was become commonly in 2 — 
to be a Man truly living in the ſear of God, than to live in open 
Prophaneſs, and to rail at Godlineſs, and daily ſcorn it, which was fo 
ſar from being a matter of Danger, that many took it up in expect- 
« ation of preferment; and the Preachers of the times were wellaware 
that the riſing way was to preach againſt, the preciſe Puritans; and 
not to live preciſely theraſelves. : And thus both Miniſtry and 
people grew to that ſad Paſs, that it was no wonder if God wou'd 
bear no longer with the Lancd. Gait er I 2 


That all this was owing not to any thing peculiar to the climate 
or People of England, but purely to the want of Diſcipline in the Go- 
vernment of the Church is apparent fromthe new. face that things put 
on upon the Parliament's taking ſome care about the admiſſion of In- 


-trants into the Miniſtery. Tho the Presbyterian Government was 


never fully ſettled in England, yet the Remains of the Meſiminſte- 
Aſſembly being reſolved into a fort of Committee for Examining into 


the Qualifications of ſach as were preſented to Livings, theſe Triers, 


as they were then uſally ſtiled, ſoon brought about a wonderful! 
change, firſt upon the Miniſtry, and in conſequence of that, upon 
the whole Body of the People: So that the People of England were 
then thought to have a peculiar turn for Devotion and Serious Re- 
ligion. Mr. Baxter in the ſorementioned Treatiſe, which was {- off 
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liſned in 1656; fiys, © that for all the faults that are nom among us, 
¶ do nat believe that ever Eaglanu lat fo able and faithful a Miniſtry, 
4nce it was à Nation as it hath at this Day ure I am the 
change is ſo great within this 1a years that it is one of the greatolt | 
Joys that ever I had in the World to behold it. And indeed if an 
one will but look to the Liſt that Dr. Calamy has, publiſhed of the | 
Miniſters chat were cjected by the Act of Uniformity in 16632, he 
will ſee reaſon enough for the Boaſt which the Dr. makes of thein 
« duce in any Age or Country a000 Men better qualified for public 
"4 Miniſterial work, and more diligent in it, more a and more uſeſul 
than theſe very Perſons who were cloathed with ſo much contempt PP. 
Jo important a change was brought about, in a little time, by ſome 
cate of, and attention to the grand affair of the Admiſſion of Intrants. 
As the old ecclefialtical conftitution was reſtored with King Char/as Þ 
.2d, what effects it has produced fince may be learned from Biſhop 
Burnett. . fay it with great regret, ſays he, in the Concluſion f 
the Hiſtory of his own times, I have obſerved the Clergy in all 
the places -thro* which I have travel led, Papiſts, Lutherans, Cal- 
viniſts and Diſſenters; but of them all, our Clergy is much the 
\moſt remiſs in their labours in private, and the leaſt ſevere in their 
Lives. Andi if this be ſo; how can it fail of the effects he has 
dccaſſion to mention afterward? For when ſpeaking of the Gentry 
of England: he owns,.* They are for the moſt part che worſt inſtruct- 
ed, leaſt knowing of any of their rank, I ever wentamongſt; and 
of the Commonalty he ſays it is not to be conceived how igno- 
-* rant they are in matters of Religion. I chuſerather to quote ſuch 
unſuſpected confeſſions as come from themſelves than to inſiſt upon 
any other fort of Evidence. But fate I am, if I was to believe bat 
the one halſ of what I have heard, and that from Perſons whom 1 
have no reaſon to ſuſpect, of the open Profanity und Immorality, 
the groſs Ignorance and Inſufficiency, not to ſay Infidelity of many 
Clergymen in the Church of England which is too ſtrongly con- 
:Gmned by u Praſtice among them which is ſo avowed that there is 
no Poſſibility of denying or concealing it, and at the ſame time ſo 
exceſſively itteconcileable with any ſerious concern about the Paſtor- . 
al Cate that there is as little Poſfibiliry of Juſtifying it; 1 mean that 
of Pluralities and NonReſidence there cou'd remain no ground for 
being ſurpriſed at what muſt needs be the native and unavoidable 
conſcquences thereof, at the prophanity of the Engliſh Soldiers, who 
come arnonꝑſt our ſelves and have nat only infected ſuch of our own 
-Pcople as have liſted amongſt them, but have likewiſe rendered that 
abominable cuſtom of profane Swearing, à great deal leſs ſhock ing 
and more iamiliar to us in this part of the Nation; no ground fof being 
bet ſurpriſed 


— 


edo it here. But ſhall only au this eccaſion ob ſerve what has 


[1134]; 
priſed at the accounts we have fron) ihe Allad Army, where tis 
ſaid the Engliſb are known among the foreigners: by the uſual, ap- 
pelllation of the Co Damm pet: no ground to be ſurpriſed at the 
Inandation of Atheiſm and Inſidelity which ſeems to have overflow: 
ed Eng laud and to have been ſtill riſing higher and higher ever ſince 
the Reſtoration, and to be now ſpreading ſo ſaſt among, ourſelves 
that it is not eaſy to ſtern the ĩ ous C mr ent. 
In the Church o Scotind, It in of the moſt noted cireums 
ſtances of our Conſtiution that it not only admits: of, but obliget 
us to the excerciſe of ſome Degree at leaſt of Diſcipline o And par- 
ticalary there is no part of Diſripline, that our Church ſeerns ta have 
always (Pr forry to y till now) laid a greater ſtreſs? upon; and 
been more in eartſt about, than about! the manners of the Clergy; 
and eſpecially the Admiſior: bf Intzants. . As 1 may have ogcafont 
afterwards to produce abundant evidence for this;-Fhall:not ſtay 


been the conſequence of it. It wou'd ill become us to hoaſt of what 
we muſt be ſenſible has been r as we muſt: own the man: 
ners of the Cleigy have been in all Ages; and we find thoſe of out 
own Church, in her very beſt and pureſt times, have beer fa far from 
valuing themſebves upon any thing of this kind, that on the con- 


trary they have judgedd it a Bury to make a publick; confeſſion. and 


acknowledgement of the corruptions that have appeared to be 2» 
motigſt them. We have! an Inſtance of this in the Act: 10 geſſ. of 
the Aſſembly: 10 46. It is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed thut in ſo publick 
and ſolemiu a manner they wou d mock God, and at the ſame time 
expoſe themſelves, to ſuch an egregious Degree, as to omit upom 
fach an occaſion} the groffeſt endrmities, and inliſt only on the 
malleſt Peocadilioa. And et: let an one compare the nine par 
ticulars that are enumerated there of corruptions in their Lives, or 
the twelve particulars of corruptions in their callings, with the cer: 
tain Informations that may be had of Perſons of the ſame Proſeſſion 
who are not under an equal ſtrictnaſa of Diſcipline, and I dare fay 
he will be ſenſible of atleaſt their Comparative Purity if he can ſuf 
fer himſelf to believe that they ce, in earneſt in making this con- 
ſeſſion, or indeed that they were not downright Idiots. N 
But perhaps the teftimony of an Edemy will be allowed till great- 
er weight. Bp. Inrust cannot conceal the prejudice he had im- 
bibed againſt thern. - And yet he on, BOOK 1 of the Hiſtory of his 
own times that, * if they had no nen of great learniiig among them, 
yet none were very ignorant: as. if they had thought an equality in 
« learning was neceſſary to keep up the parity of their Government. 
He owns, they took much pains among their People. And a little 
after be ſays © The ſtrictneſs of Picty'and good Lite; which had gain - 
4 4 ed 
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ed them {© muth Reputation beſore the war, began to wear off; and 
< inſtead of that a fierceneſs of Temper, (ſo he calls their being Zeal- 
© oully affected in what they thought à good thing) and a copiouſneſs 
of many long Sermons, and much langer Prayers, came to be the 
*Diſtindtion of the Party. Notwithſtanding his Reflection of the 
ſtrictneſs of their Piety beginning to wear off, where he comes aſter- 
ward in the 2d Book to give à Character of thoſe that were outed at 
the Reſtoration tho' they were moſtly young men that had been 
ſetled during the activity of the Presbyterian Diſcipline, and 
after Patronages had been aboliſhed, let any one judge whether even 
the partial and prejudiced” account he gives of them looks like the 
ſtrictneſs of their Piety being worn off. They were, ſays he, a 
grave ſolemn ſort of People. e ey were eager, and their 
1 tempers ſour: which may eaſily be ſuppoſed an in vidious turn 3 
given thro Prejudice to their Zeal and gravity] But they had an 2 1 
« pearance that created Reſpect: They were related to. the chief ſa- 
<. milies im tlie Country, either by Blood or Marriage; and had lived 
in ſo decent a manner, that the Gentry paid great reſpect to them. | 
They uſed to viſit their Pariſhes much, and were fo full of the Scrip - 
tures, and ſo ready at extempore Prayer, that from that they grew | 
+ 20 practiſe extempore Sermons. Aſterwards he owns,” they had 
« laboured very diligently, tho! (fays he, as every Body is apt to im- 
agine his own way the only right one) with a wrong method and 
*, wrong notions.” But as they ſived in great familiarity with their Peo- 
« ple, and uſed to pray and to talk oft with them in private, ſo it can 
hardly be ĩmagined to what a Degree they were loved and reveren- 
erh evoitgra?. nut ot. aria more Singz) 
As for'the effect of their labours among the e, the ſame 
Writer tells us, They had brought the People to ſuch a Degree 
of knowledge, that Cottagers and Servants wou'd have prayed ex- 
* tompore. I have, ſays he, often heard them at it: And tho” there 
was a large mixture of odd ſtuff, I we muſt ſtill remember who it is 
that ſpeaks] yet I have been aſtoniſhed to hear how copious and 
* ready they were in it. They had a comprehenſion of matters 
++ of Religion greater than Thave ſeen among People of that fort any 
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That all this was owing to the ſtrit Dicipline exerciſed, and the 
cautious guard that was kept upon the entrance into the Miniſterial * 
Oflice, is evident from hence that whenever this was removed the ef 
jects did immediatly appcar in the Scandalous diſſolution of manners, 
whereby their Succeſſors gave univerſal ' offence. : I believe no Body 
will unagine that there is any thing in the mere opinion of a Biſhops | 
being a ſuperiour office to a Presbyter, thet has ſuch an Influence 
on the cortuption of the morals of thoſe who profeſs io entertain jt. 
2 The 


1 

110 1 ki 1e. 10 * 2 0 2 * 2 if ag iis uf 
"The Thing is ſuſkiciently. accounted ſar by,'this Cireumſtanes 
a to promiſcous Alien into holy Orders; which has always been 
the fatal Concomitant of Epiſcopacy in Britain. This was ene of the 
grand Objections made againſt the eccleſiaſtical Settlement in Scot- 
Fund at the Reſtoration... And accordingly. we find that in the Scheme 

Arch Biſhop Legi bad formed far a Comprebenhon of 


- 


whic | 

the n of the Articles Which he Offered ta them, 
and which he thought you d obviate one of their Principal Scruples, 
Was“ That 5 ſhou'd go to the Churches, in which: ſuch: as 


U 


not reaſonable to believe all that they ſaid, yet it was-irappſſible-not 
* to believe a rat deal of. it.” * | 2 „ e 


prejudiced an Eye, will not diſguiſe for him, and accordingly the Biſh- 
op himlelf gives the fame Account of them that every Hiſtorian muſt 
give, namely that at the Reſtoration, the Presbyterians whe had con- 
ſtantly and firmly oppoſed the putting: down of the kingly*Gavern-. 
ment in the State, who had Zgglouſly adhered to King Charles the 24 

C in 
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in all his Misfortunes, had brought him to Scotland, crowned him, 
raiſed an Army for him, "fought for him, ſuffered for him, and at 
laſt broupht about bis Reſtoration, were ' repayed for all theſe good 
Offices by a total overthrow of their Eocleſieſtical Conſtitution, and 
_ merely ſor their Opinions in Church Government, were at once 
turned out of theit Llvings, haraſſed and perſecuted, fined, baniſh- 
ed, :impriſoned, and mufdered. Whereas at the Revolution, let 
paſſionate Words, ſuch as fury and rage, and ſuch like be but laid 
aſide and the p lain Fact will appear to be, that not ſo much as one 
of the prelatic/Way ſuffered in the leaſt Degree merely upon the ac- 
count of his being ofthe Epiſcopal Perſuaſion. He himſelf acquaints 
us, that they reſolved to adhere firmly to King James's Intereſts : 
<; ſo they declaring in a Body with ſo much Zeal, in Oppoſition to 
«the new ſettlement, it was not poſſible for the King to preſerve 
«that Government there: All thoſe ' who expreſſed their Zeal fo 
hum being equally” Zealous againſt that Order.” And yet tho? i! 
is an undeniable Fact that no Miniſter was turned out of his Incum- 
bency at, and after the Revolution, either by civil or eccleſiaſtical 
Authority, but for Cauſes which wou'd have had the fame Effect upon 
thoſe of the Presbyterian Perſuaſion too, and many Epiſcopal Mini- 
ſters continued in their Incumbencies without Moleſtation to the Day 
of their Death, without renouncing their Opinion; and no Man 
whatſoever ſuffered either in his Perſon or Eſtate upon that Account: 
yet the Biſhop is more liberal of the Terms Fury and Rage in his 
account'of the laſt Revolution then in that of the firſt, and ſpeaks 
as if the Proceedings at the late Revolution in Scat land had exceeded 
all Bounds of Moderation: e On ee 
But to proceed with our hiſtorical Obſervations; the ancient Diſ- 
cipline of our Church was Reſtored at the Revolution. And altho it 
wou'd not be decent to run out in the Praiſe of à Period wherein 
we are ſo perlonally concerned, yet I belive it will be allowed not to 
be a great deal of Vanity to ſay, that from that Period there has been 
2 viſible Alteration to the better as to the morals of the Clergy. 
And 1 hope the Effect of - this has likewiſe been perceived in the 
Knowledge, and Decency at leaſt of Behaviour, of moſt of thoſe who, 
ſubmit to, and attend upon our Miniſtry ;' if we except the High- 
lands and lands, where by Reaſon of the vaſt extent of Pariſhes,” 
and the Impracticability of Roads, through Mountains, Lochs and! 
Arms of the Sea, it is impoſſible that either a Miniſter can be much 
with bis People, or they with him. Ms Ras e | 
I with we who have ſuccceded to the former Generation deſerved 
a greater Share in the Praĩſe that might juſtly be beſtowed upon this 
Period. But really the Vanity of it may be forgiven, when I have 
ſrankly owned that we ſeem in this Relpett to be rather degenerating 
t Se Or De | from 
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from our Anceſtors, and that fair appearances ar real advantagesofthis 
kind that ſtill continue among us are the EffeQs..of their wiſe. Inſt itu- 
tions, which we ſeem too inclinable to rid our, ſelyes of as faſt as we 
can. This is another Point of no ſmall Importance in this Queſtion. 
It Will readily be allowed. that if the Clergy be really in a declining 
State in Reſpect of their Moralz, and we be truly. in danger of Pro- 
fanity breaking in upon us in caſe we be off our Guard, or relax the. 
ſeverity of our Diſcipline eſpecially in the Admiſſion of Intrants, It 
will be allowed I fay in that caſe we ſhou'd be ſo far from thinking 
of any ſuch, Relaxation, that on the congrary, we ſhou'd rather, be 
ſcrewing up our Laws to a greater Rigour. If, on the other Hand, 
our fears of this ſort ate indeed perfectly chimerical, if there is not 
the leaſt Degree of e gaining ground among the; Clergy 
bur all the Decency of Character mantained to, our utmoſt Wiſh e- 
ſpecially amon 15 Expectants and the younger ſort; then, altho 
even in that Caſe I ſhoulc ſee no Reaſon for abating that Strictneſs 
to which ſuch a flouriſhing State muſt certainly be imputed, yet I. 
own, if his was the Impreſſion that I had of pur preſent State, I 
wou'd not be quite ſo concerned perhaps, or. ſo. ready to take the 
Alatm'at the looling of the firſt Pin, tho in the, main Pillar that has 
mie ene ba ls} vo. 2:57 270} 
I know there are ſome of qur., Brethren that, have not the fame. 
Apptebenſions of this Danger, that we and others have. I dare y 
that if they had, they wou'd by no means think this a proper Seaſon 
for the Alteration they led r. And till ſome Impreſſion of this 
ſort can be made upon their Minds, I believe all other Arguments a- 
gainſt this Alteration will have but an Inconſiderable Influence upon 
them. I muſt therefore beg leave. to make an Obſervation or two 
as to this Fact, the boaſted Purity of our preſent ſtate, that of the 
younger ſort eſpecially, and the Diftance of any Danger oſ a profane. 
Clergy, whereof they ſeem to think our Apprehenſions are nothing 
but a groundleſs Pannick.,, _- B nnn 
And here let me obſerve, in the general, what a hard Taſk our 
Brethren” put us upon in the neceſſary. Defence of what we look 
upon to be very important. We muſt either part with that ſtrict- 
neſs of Diſcipline that has been the great mean of preſerv ing the 
Morals we have yet to: boaſt of; or we muſt openly avow that 
which we wou'd chuſe rather to;conceal, and as much as poſſible to 
draw a Veil over, did not hard Neceſſity compell us to expoſe it. 
If we only ſpeak of a corruption of Manners among us as a Thing 
that we are not without Apprehenſions of, it is eaſy to countet one 
general Opinion with another ;_if we give particular Inſtances, then 
we lay our ſelves open to be acłuſed of Defamation... In ſuch. a Di- 
lemma this, like every fore Place, muſt be but ſoftly and tenderly 
FA | handled 
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handled. And therefore I ſhall, in a great Meaſure confine 
to RON Obſervations, : to ſome obvious, but a: poke mg Gf 
22 nns >! 6 gn0fns 21.7. > HO FORR 
And, In the en our Rehren who. ſeem is. b 285 0 
ltle henſon” of any Thing amiſs among us, and Who, lo 
upon k Depravation of Mariners as at ſo great a Diſtance, from. 
Miniſterial Function that they are for Pauli don the ; Fences 1 
reidy erected to keep it duüt, I wiſh they won Sa that there 
never was in this World gud we Havel n WR aten 10 expert: 
Were ever will be a Chur Ar in fo perfect 'a ate, T will dot ſay as 
they repreſent this to be, but I will Gy: 48. Can be of the J 
vice in. the preſent” Argument. Alas Sir, the pact N that 
ever was, is but, a8 uf Saviour told His Diſciples when 1 882 Ir, 
bout to leave them, fil this World; it id Ike 2 GE Id in 
midſt of Lionr Dem and Mountains of Wiforrs d Leopar Wet 00n-. 
er ſhall a Gap de made in the Fences but es will 
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offices, tho” freq =D Sheeps Clo 72 75 ng the twelye To 
our Saviour Bre ce . in ber 55 ng Earth to > be the fir 
Miniſters in his Kingdom one ofthem had Dell inthe Ape . 


that reached Chriſt did it not fincexely | but of contention, 
loved to have the Preeminence; and others loved this Hs 
to a Scandalous Deßzree. In the firſt and pufeſt Ages of the Ch 5 
and even when it vas à purifying in the Furnace of Perſecution,, 125 
was a conſiderable deal of offenſive Droſs that (till adhered ,to, it. 
For as ſtrict Guard as they then kept over the Entrance into the. 
paſtoral Office, many a one 4 into it that proved a Shame and a 
Reproach to it. Our own Church, at a time hen there Was certainly. 
as much Deceney, at leaſt in the external Charader of Miniſters, 
as ever, complains of many Enormities Voth in the Lives and Cal 
lings of her Miniſters, and of this particularly among others the help- 
ing in and holding in AH infefficient and ſulßected Men. What can 
our Brethren mean then when they pretend to make ſo little Account 
of the Danger we alledge! will they really pretend that the Church 
ever was, or ever will be beyond the Reach of this Danger, as long : 
" it has its Place iti this corrupt and deceitfyl'World ? Or that it can 
be preſerved from Corruption and Putrefaction without the con- 
tant Care and Attention of thoſe who have the Government oſ it? 
Can they really imagine that in this > Ho State while we have to 
do with Li Enemy fo powerful, fo artful and infinuating, fo alidugus 
and watchful upon all Been, it can ever be fafe for us to diſmiſs. 
our ln aud to kvel our Trenches? 
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erz 
In the 2d, Place, can 1 even eden that Matters are not worſe 
Wich us than, they were! Sir 1 6 take upon me to ſay, that if it be 
lh is f 1 1 05 Nay, 5 venture to go ſarther, and to ſay; 
iracle, fog ain — — 7 Ny th —_ Church 
0 tempora rity near three Years, © 
TH Line been not only free from any. Perſecution af 
EY ; bun have ad. the Countegance and Favour! of the civil 
hace, e Ie e temporal Meg han had . 
no Effect . the Deprayation, of gur Manners, it muſt needs be . 
Miracle; "becauſe-it is contrary, to the natural Influence, and the or- 
dinary. « Wig 1 5 2 and. he chat will pretend to ſind a Period 
when ever {ue g. re e will I am confident be un- 
ſucceſsſul. I 15 4 — Church Hi is full of Evidences tothe 
Contrary; "The Primitive Church was never long without Perſa⸗ 
cution, during he three hint. Ie Vet they had a Tryal how 
they Ga oy e roſperity in t the Interval D 
Perſecution, immedaatly-befoxe that readful one which they ſuffered: 
And Hiſtory informs us that tho they». 
had not then t the. Countenance or Protection of the civil Aut 
Let the Eaſe and Proſperity which ter. then, enjoyed had a moſt ia 


it 1 


tis ſuch aN 
ay pay enjoyed. 


tal, Influence. on... 6; propre their: Manners: And what was, 
the Conſeque publick Eftabliſimcnt made in Favours 
of Chriſtianity ebe and his Succeſſors, is known to every 


Body, t 7 yh too notoxious, and too Shameful to be inſiſtec 
upon, God knows us, Sir, much better than we do our ſelves, and 
while le he appears to us as if he intended to overturn the Chureh at 
b by the the Storms and Tempeſts that he ſuffers to blow 

her, he knows, how neceffary this i to cleanſe her Air of theſe un- 
wholeſome Fogs ; an Vapour that are ſo apt to riſe. upon her in 
Calm VV, ether, 4 anch do ſo cloud her Beauty, as well as bring ber 
into à conſumptiye — And, Lm confident ſhe ſuffers leſs in the» 
Iſſue as to real Health and Lixelinaſs by the ſeyereſt Purges that are 
ſometimes adminiſtered to; Gy the kind Hand of — great Phy- 
ſician, how violent a Paroxyſm ſocvet they may throu her into, than : 
by the Prevalence... of. theſe bad Humours that wou'd\otherwiſe- be 
ſuffered to invade and fit down upon her Conkization, - And let me 
add, that there ate none of her Members that ſuffer. more ſenſibly, 
for want of ſame. violent Excerciſe than thoſe chat are more immediate. 
ly under the Head. As long as a, Miniſter is only in the foremoſt” 
Paſt of Danger, there will be the leſs Hazard of worldly Men puſſi- 
ing themſelves i into that Situgtion: but when once that Office begins 
to be looked, upon as a quiet and Gafe Settlement ſor this Life, how 
can it be otherwiſe than that many uhO have no other Views but a 
ee livelihood: will be directing. their Aims that Way? For my 

Part, 
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part, I own Tin fo far from the Security that ſome ſcem to indulge 
themſelves in, that if 1 had been living all this While in Japan, ahd 
ſhou'd know nothing elſe about the Church of Scotland 1 the external 
8 Proſperity ſhe had ſo long enjoyed, 1 wou'd as certain conclud 
| that a nen of Manners as by this Time affecting even the 
Clergy; as 1 Wou'd that Iron which had been long out of dhe e 
and had not been rubbed or ſcoured wou d be turning ruſty.” © | 
But, 3. Do theſe Brethren who have ſo good an Opinion of our pre- 
ſent ſtate know of no more viſtble Symptom of our eclining ? Can it 
be a Secret to them, or is it an Event of ſuch à Nature as engages 
none of their Attentian, that à Sort of avowed' Infidelity, and an 
open renouneing the very Proffeſſi ion of any fort oſ Religion, has 
been gaining Ground among us prodigiouſſy of hte” years? = 
many of higher Rank, at leaſt; ſeem to have given up all ſort o 
Worſhip. of # ſupteme Being whether publick or private? I believe 
there is not now in Scoflend one Chaplain in "Houſes, for ten 
chat there has been eyen in our Time; And few that Know any Thing 
- of our preſent Situation will alledge that it is becauſe the Maſter of the 
Family perſorms that Office himſelf,” or that the Want of it at home 
is ſupplied by a more punctual Attendatice upon divine worſhip 74 
| . elſe. Sir, it is long ſince it was ſaid, Like People, like Prie 
| And I belive it will be foutid that in all Ages there 25 been ſome - 
thing ofa Proportion betweenthe Religion of the —— and of the Cler- 
E wer an am, it well becomes us upbn ſuch an Occafion, to conſider at 
how far' this may be the Effect of our own Behaviour; and it 
ſhou'd certainly excite in us a more than ordinary Care that if this 
open /Profanity' has not taken any Part of its Riſe from us, which | 
however has Seldom been the Caſe in other Inſtances of the like na- 
ture, yet no Degtee of it maß ever reach us, or begin to ſpread i its 
balefal/I; Inſection among us. It is with the utmoſt Regret. that! am 
obliged to mention his Circumſtance. But what ſhall we do in ſuch | 
⁊ caſe? Muſt the Thing be abſolutely overlooked, as if there was no 
| ſach Matter? Muſt there be no Conſultation among us either about 
| the Cauſe or Cure? and how can this be done if no Mention is ever 
1 to be made of ir? For my Part, I am convinced that whatever 
1 Source it may have chief ly "acbedel from, the moſt effectual Me. 
| thod that we can take to ſtop, of at leaſt to retard the Progreſs of it, K 
is to take all poſhble Precautions that may prevent its denving an 
Strength or Encouragment ſtom the practice or Converſation of thoſe 
of our Order. And fo 1 ſhall leave this Particular with a Hear 
from the Preface to Biſhop  Bu#net's Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral care, 
where having mentioned the Growth of Atheiſm, Infidelity, and pro- 
ſaneſs in England, he ſays, Now this Tam forced to declare, that 
having bad much free Converſation with many that have been * 45 
l tally 
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corrupted tha Fs, ; 7 often owned 

« tall ted that Way, they have very often owned to me 
«a nothing promoted this fo ES in them, as the very bad 0- 
« pinion which they took up of all Clergymen of all ſides. They 
did not ſee in them that Strictneſs of Life; that Contempt of the 
« World, that Zeal, that Meekneſs, Humility, and Charity; that 
«. Diligence and Earneſtneſs with Relation to the great Truths of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which they reckoned they wou'd moſt cer- 
« tainly have, if they themſelves firmly believed it. Therefore 
concluded, that thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was more ſtrictiy to enquire 
* into the Truth of their Religion, knew that it was not ſo certain 
« 2s they themſelves, for other Ends endeavoured to make the 
« World believe it was: and tho” for the carrying on of their 'own 
« Authority or Fortunes, which in one Word they call their Trade, 
they ſeemed to be very poſitive in affirming the Truth of their 
« Poctrine; yet they in their own Hearts did not believe it, ſmee 
they lived ſo little ſuitable to it, and were ſo much ſet on raiſing 
themſelves by it; and fo little on advancing the Honour of their 
“ Profeſſion, by an exemplary Piety and a m_—_ Converſation.” ' 

But, in the 5th place, Have we not a till cloſer, as well as ſurer 


Symptom of our Degeneracy in the Remiſſneſs that our Diſcipline is 


now fallen into? I do not intend ſo much our Diſciplinc'in Regard o 
the People, tho' even in that reſpect, if Many of theſe who were 
mentioned under the 3d particular, who have caſt off the Profeſſion 
of our Religion, are ſtil] allowed the Benefit of Church Privileges, 
nay admitted into a ſhare of the Government of the Chureh ; and 
if, as is faid, ſome of them carry into our Aſſemblies an Atteſtation 
from Presbyteries of what is notoriouſly falſe; in that Caſe, to be 
ſure the Dilegſe muſt have made à dreadſul and amazing Progrefs, 
and it is no wonder if our Diſcipline is thought a farce and made a joke 
of. But what I have chiefly in my view is the immediate Subject of the 
preſent Argument, the Diſpoſition that has ſo much appeared to 
fivour a promiſcuous Admiſſion into the Office of the Miniſtry,” and 
to diſcourage that previous enquiry into the Characters of ſuch of 
them as are liable to Suſpicion, which we are ſo ſtrictly bound to 
by the Injunctions of the Apoſtle Paul, by the Rules of our Church, 
and by that concern we ought to have in a matter of ſuch Impor- 
tance. I am perſuaded that the great Bulk of the Clergy, and I wou'd 
fain hope it, of them all, are led into ſuch meaſures” rather thro” 
want of reflection upon the conſequences of them, than out of any 
ill Deſign. But really Sir I cannot well tell what to make of the con- 
duct of that Aſſembly that firſt enacted what is now tranſmitted as 
an Overture. They had before them two cauſes in Relation ia the 
Moral Characters of two Probationers. The merits of both thoſe Cauſ- 
es as they came bofore the Aſſembly happened to depend upon the 
' — 3 ate . WE” AKF- 5 ; i. bo had cf very 
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. e preciſe point, vi whether the Detifion of an in ſeriour 


was ſo. far final that it cou'd not be 'aſterwards. recognoſced by a 
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Superiour Judicatory. But it happened. moſt unlickily that an uni- 
Jorm Deciſion, of that Point wou'd. 


Day, that, this Circumſtance, of no, Appeal made ee final ; 
1 
2 — At leaſt the Deciſions of thele two Diets wee Reſpectively 


Prophecy Nhat State we will very ſoon be in, if things go on at the 
ſame keene have nen deren ee e e 
But aſter all, in ihe laſſ place, tho, 1 have . choſen. rather to inſiſt 
upon General Symptoms, I Mou d fain aſk, at thoſe v ho think there 
is no pteſent Call for any vigorous Diſcipline,, Do they themſelves 
know of no particular Inſtances of a corruption among the Clergy 
or the Candidates for that Character? Notwithſtanding the Diſpo- 
ſition that has lately appeared to diſcourage, Proceſſes againſt them, 
yet there ate Recent Inſtances, Enough even of that Sort, to make 
us Senſible of our Danger. If they wou'd but look to the Index of 
unprinted Acts of the Aſſembly, which immediately preceeded that. 
v hich enacted the Overture, they will find mention made of more. 
than one Probationer who have had their Licences taken from them. 
Are not two, Inſtanoes in one Presbytery of Miniſters lately ordained 
that have been depoſed ſor Scandalous Behaviour within, a very ſmall 
compaſs of time, without any Proſeſſion of Repentance, ſomewhat. 
more than ordinary! Haye.they never ſo much as heard any thing 
that can raiſe the Jeaſt ſuſpicion of the Poſſibility thai there may be. 
ſome Ground for the fears of others? J am ſure a certain Presbytery 
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, @ —_ ſo tender of gur felve$ and loath̃ 1g cn TIS will be 
wi "leſs tender of us, and will indite our art pry He will 


either force our Conſclences to confeſſions, or bis be Thall 


« proclaim our Iniquities to the World. — The tongues of 


* fgthers are at work tq proclaim our Sins, e we will not con- 
' « feb them ourſelves: Beczuſe we will not peak the Truth, they 


46 vill ſpeak much more than the truth.“ 
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eh naded, that tis up n . flight or deep 8 that thoſe 


ths make on our 


Made ly, our Opinion 1 this Over- 


ture will depend. And therefore let us, if yore leaſe, take a Review 
e 


If, made abundantly 
I think tis certain that the Church as long as it is in this 
World and conſequently as long as it ſtands in any need of our Mi- 
en chruſting them- 
ſelves into the Sor ernntent thereof; that this is a Danger we have 
Particulat Treaſon to a prehend at preſent, that the vigotous 8 
of Ditcipline, and 5 cially the keeping a ſtrict 1 a upon the 


of what has been already, if 1 do not flatter my 


entry into the Mini Arial Office is the only means we . to ward 
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1 
off, or to leſſen this in any Degree; that whenever there has 
deen any good Degree o Purity or Decency maintained in the Cha 
rater of Clergymen, , it has always been in conſequence of great Care 
and Attention beſtowed, upon this very thing; that on the contrary 
when ever this Diligence has been in any Meaſure ſlackned wicked 
Men have immediatly_ broke in; that when once they have obtained 
.a majority, the. rel Rules, and the ſevereſt Canons have ſignified 
nothing and the Clergy have grown [till worſe and worſe till the cor- 

ruption amon — arrived at the moſt 2 yung, and the maſt 
"Jeteltable Pitch; that as one the one Hand Good Clergymen have, 
been Bleſſings to Mankind, and have always been Honoured to be 
N 8 of Reforming the World, and promoting the know- 


eand S of every t bi is good; ſo on the other Hand, 


e Clergy. have never to bring a moſt Offenſive 


dal upon the Order, Reptoach and Ruin upon the Church, and dave 


d are too prone, and ſo have been the great Inſtruments 
of 2 g wickedneſs and miſery thro the World around them. 
hoſe accounts it is, that the Apoltle 1 Paul has left upon Re- 
_ el ſolemn and ſtrict Injunctions in his "Epiſtles to 7 in. and 
Titus, and thro! them to all Miniſters, of the Goſpel, to be diligent 
in epquiring into and aſcertaining the Characters of all thoſe whom 
they ordain, into that Office, and to be exceeding cautious in admit- 
ting none, the of whoſe Characters they have. not ſufficj- 
ent evidence of. Injunctions, Sir, whereof the binding Obligation can- 
mak, be voided by any Authority upon Earth. 
Accordingly our. Church, in all the thrce Periods wherein ſhe had 


72 Reputation for lanctity of manners, ſeems to have beſtowed 


a peculiar Attention upon a matter of ſuch vaſt Importance. The 
: 2 Aſſembly 1596 made an Ad upon this Subject too long to 


be inſerted at — which begins thus, For as much as by the too 


ſudden admiſſion and light Tryal of Perſons to the Miniſtry it com- 
v7 eth to paſs that many Scandals fall out in the Perſons of Miniſters: 


it wou'd be ordained in time coming, that more diligent Inquiſition 


« and Tryal be uſed of all ſuch Perſons as ſhall enter into the Mini- 
1 * Airy.” By the Reſt of the Act it appears that it was the moral 
4 "*Charadter of Miniſters that they were chiefly concerned about. And 
0 4 much were they in earneſt that, as it is expreſſed by themſelves 
== in Reſpect that by Gods Grace they intend Reformation, and to 
2 jt the Kirk and Miniſtry purged, to the Effect the work ma 
.  *, have better Succeſs, they think it neceſſary that this aſſembly } be 
* humbled for. want of ſuch care as becomes in ſuch points, as is ſet 
donn; and ſome Zealous and godly Br e e in Doctrine lay theni 
ont for their better Humiliation, and at they make Solemn Pro- 
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« miſe before the Majeſty of God, and make new Covenant with him 
« for a more careful and Reverent . Diſcharge of their Miniſtry.” 
This Act was Renewed by the General Aſſembly 1638 in thoſe 


| Terms: * Anent the Entry and Converſation of Miniſters: it is 


« Expedient that the Act of Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh March 
« 24 1596. Seſſ. 7. be Ratified and put in Execution in every Prel- 
« bytery, and to that end that they get a Copie thereof under the 
. Clerks Hand.” In an Act of the General Aſſembly 1646 among 
other corruptions and enormities of Miniſters in their callings that 
are there enumerated, . are, © the helping in and holding in of inſut- 
« ficient ſuſpected Men, who ſavour the things of this Life, and keep- 
« ing the Door ſtraiter on them whom God hath ſealed, than upon 
« thoſe who have leſs evidence of the Power of Grace and Holineſs. 
« Partiality in favouring and ſpeaking for the Scandalous whether 
« Miniſters or other r teaching them how to ſhift and delay 
« Cenſures.” And for Remedy of thoſe corruptions, it is. enacted, ** 
« Firſt that Presbyteri2s make great Conſcience to have all vacant 
laces within their ſeveral Bounds filled with Godly and able Men” 
8 In the form of Presbyterial Church Government and Ordination 
of Miniſters agreed upon by the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter 
examined Fas approved Anno 1645 by the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, © Presbyteries are appointed, before they 
enter one upon Tryals for the Miniſtery, to enquire touching the 
« (Grace of God in him, and whether he be of ſuch Holineſs of Life 
« as is requiſite in a Miniſter of the Goſpel.” In the 7th Act of the 
General Aſſembly 1695, Presbyteries are appointed © to be very cau- 
0 tious in admitting Intrants to the Mini, and to be accurate and 
exact in the Tryal not only of their Literature, but of their Piety 
* Prudence, and Lime godly Converſation and Walk.” And of 
this among other Things the Aſſembly * recommends and enacts the 


A punctual Obſervation by all Presbyteries, as they will be aſwer- 


n 
Theſe are Sufficient Evidences of the Senſe of our Church in her 
beſt and moſt reforming Periods. And as it was by thoſe Means that 
we have had the Honour to be in a great Meaſure diſtinguiſhed from 
ſome other Churches, by keeping up a greater appearapce of prac- 
tical Religion, and a Face of ſeriouſneſs and Sobriety, eſpecially a- 
mong the Clergy, which is the true Glory of any Church; $0 it be- 
comes us to give no ſmall Attention to every material Alteration 
that is propoſed to be made, in Conſtitutions that ſo nearly af- 
fet our very Vitals: otherwiſe we may ſoon come to loſe our 
boaſted Diſtinction. | 

But poſſibly it may be aſked, what Alteration does the Oyer- 
ure make in thoſe Regulations? will not Presbytcries ſtill have the 


fame 
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lame Power hey bad to enquire, 6.2 Character and Behaviour 
of Tüktahts, and t be af accurate and ekact bs ever in the Tryal of 


ng, : , 


ſctioufly by any that ate Strangers to the Deſigh, I eou'd point out 


tisd up, Whete tlie above Injundtions require them to be employed, 
and 1 make no Seruple to add, Where I think it is of the higheſt * 


- 


| BY the Overture, there àre only two Caſes, wherein a Presbytery. 
is le 


that Paſfage of the form of. Proceſs which, as propoſed ta be exten, 
bationer Obere) And in the 
Cit of certain 7 ee of a / clanoſa. Now if this was 
hee enacted the Hands of a Presbytcry wou'd be tied ß 
1. Ia the Cafe of evet ſuch credible or certain Information of un- 
worthy Behaviour in one of that Character. Suppoſe I wereinform- 
ed by Eye and Ear Witneſſes, whoſe Vericity I had no Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that one in the Character of a Probationer had been in their 
View guilty ofany of thoſe Vices, and had betrayed his Want of thoſe 
qualifications that are mentioned by the Apoſtle Paul in his Directi- 
ors upon this Subject to Timthy and Titus, that he was given to 
Wine'for Example, or a Striker, or Covetous, and greedy. of filthy 
Lucte; Nay ſeeing there is nothing to hinder us from carrying 
our $uppoſitions.aftly Length, let us Stippoſe he had been heard' cal- 
ling the Goſpel a Fable, and the bleſſ { thor. of it a Cheat and In- 
Foſter, in that Cafe, Sir 1 am certainly enjoined by the Apoſtle Paul 
to oppoſe his Admiſſion into the Miniſtery, which I cannot do in a 
"Mabiſe Way, without 4 Proof being made of thofſe Crimes. And 
yet it may bappen that there is neither a fama clamo/a, the Witnelles 
not thinking it proper to propale what they know; nor any Bo 
Who chuſes to take the Trouble, or run the Riſk, or be at the Ex- 
- petice of libelling him: and in this Caſe the Overture lends him its 
Protection, and binds up our Hands. Admit him we muſt, Sir, with 
our Eyes ever ſo open to the Scandal he may bring upon his Profeſſion 
© and the miſchief lie is likely to do to precious and immortal Souls. 
22. Tho" the Members of a Presbytery have not ſuch Information, 
4s is above {uppoſed, and which they can fo far depend upon; yet 
- they may have very ſtrong Grounds to ſuſpect the Character of a 
FEE Probatiener, 


— F 


prebationer. He may want that Qua 
inſiſts on of having * Report. They 
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is 2 them to ſee what they are doing in a Mattet of ſuch inn 
portance. 5 - | | 18 * 
4. Whereas the Overture allows, that there may be a fame ela · 
moſa to that Degree, that the Presbytery may be forced to fake. no- 
tice of it, is it not eaſy to ſappoſe that the Character of a Probati- 
oner may labour under a fama, which at preſent indeed is fat below 


the Degree mentioned; but yet is on the growing Hand, and in a 


fair Way of arriving at the higheſt Puch This is by ne Means un 
impeſſible Suppoſition, or what does not very ufually happen. For s 
Fama is of that nature that, as Virgil long ago obſerved, Mobilitate 
viget, vireſque acquirit eunab. tho' it may be now Perus mite 
primo, yet mox ſeſe attollit in auras. + Now fuppole a fans of Standal 
in a Probationer reached the Ears of a Presbytery before it be clamoſd: 
nay, ſuppoſe it clamoſa too, but not yet to the Degree that the O- 
verture requires, tho' it is eaſy to forſee that it will not be long ere it 

be ſo, muſt they in the mean Time, without any Attempt to clear 
his Character, admit him into an Office, which he may foon bring 
a Scandal upon? According to the Apoſtle Paul, Sir, they certainly 
ſhould not: but accotding to the Overtute they ſhould, | 


5.1f 
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F, If # young Man is well known to the Members of a Presbytery |} 
in whoſe Bounds he reſides, and known to be'a good Man, and | 
_ capable of being uſefull in the Church, but at the fame Time known 
likewiſe to labour under the Misfortune of having his Character hurt 
by Calumny, which the Presbytery is ſenſible proves a great Ob- 
ſtacle in the Way of that Edification the People might otherwiſe 
receive from his Service, and a Bar to his greater Uſefulneſs. ' In 
ſuch Caſe, Sir, I think the vindicating his Reputation by a judicial 
Enquiry is'a good Office which the Presbytery owes not only to the 
young Man, even altho in Modeſt he himſelf ſnould not be ſor- 
ward in puſhing on any Thing of ſo publick a Nature, but likewiſe 
to the People more immediatly concerned, and to the Church in 
general. But tis à good Office which the Overture will not ſuffer 
them to - perform. eee | 
6. The laſt Caſe that I ſhall mention, is that of a' Congregation *| 
defiring an Enquiry into the Character of a Probationer who is offer- 
_ ed to be their Miniſter. I ſhall not ſay that this is to be indulged | 
in all Caſes. But Ido think that 'tis much eaſier to ſuppoſe Cir- 
cumſtances which render it neceſſary or expedient than the Contrary. 
Let us ſuppoſe a young Man preſented to a vacant Congregation 
who is pretty much a Stranger to moſt of the Members of the Preſ- 
bytery, and againſt whom' the 1 has diſcovered an inſu- 
perable Averſion. Let us ſuppoſe that the principal Members of 
that Congregation ſhould convince the Presbytery that their Averſion 
does not proceed from any willful Humour, or from cauſleſs Preju- 
-dices; but from Informations they have had to the Diſadvantage of 
the Man's Character, that they are willing to eohdeſcend on 
Particulars, and to put the Presbytery in a Way of finding out the 
Truth, and that if the Things laid to his Charge ſhall appeer to be 
Falſe, they are abundantly diſpoſed to Submit with great Chearful- 3 
neſs to his Miniſtry, Poſſibly ſuch an Inquiry may iſſue in recon- © 
ciling'the Minds of a whole People to the Man who is to be their Mi- 
fiſter : or ſuppoſe the Iſſue of it ſhould be he reventing ſuch a horrible 
Injury to that People, and to the Church of God, as the thruſting a 
wicked Man into the Office of the Miniſtry amounts to; is it rea- 
ſonable to reſuſe ſuch a Demand, unleſs ſome of them expoſe them- 
ſelves to the hazard, and the other Inconveniences of libelling him? x 
know this is the meaning of the Overture; agreeable to an uniform 
Courſe of late Deciſions by the General Aſſembly. But I muſt own 
that therein I deſiderate ſuch a Concern for the Edification of the 
People, and for the Purity of the Miniſtry as I could wiſh to ſee. 
And it ſeems to be extremely inconſiſtent with as uniform and a 
much longer Courſe of Deelarations of the ſenſe of this Church in 
former, and perhaps better Times. In the ſorecited Form of Pres- 
— byterial | 
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byterial Church Government, it is ordained that the People to whom 
% Probationer is ſent with a View of being their Miniſter ſhou'd 
« not only have Trial of his Gifts for, their Edification, but likewiſe 


Time and occaſion to inquire into and the better to know his Life 


« and Converſation.” And in caſe they give not their Conſent to ſuch 
a Man to be theit Miniſter, It is ordained that they put in with all 
Chriſtian Diſcretion and Meekneſs, what Exceptions they have a- 
« gainſt him beſore the Presbytery.” And in another Place it is faid, 


« No Man is to be ordained a Miniſter ſors pertjextar, Congregation, 
& if they of that Congregation can ſhew juſt Cauſe of Exception a- 


« gainſt him.“ In the overtures for Diſcipline ſtamed n little after 


the Revolution, and cortected by ſeveral Committees of our Aſſem- 


blie conſiſting of the principal Perſons that were ihen at the Helm 


of eccleſiaſtical Affairs, the Moderator at an election of a Miniſter is 


expreſsly directed, before there be any Vote, to inquire if any 


there preſent have any Objections to make, and the Objections are to 
becalmlyheard and anſwered, and the Affair cleared, io tipen it to 
_ * a Vote.” Nay, Liberty is allowed by theſe Overtures not 


to Heritors and Elders, but to all other Heads of Families to Ob- 


« je@ againſt the Perſon named as they think fit. And the Moder 
tor and Electors are wiſely to conſider ; that the ObjeRions which 


„any of the Heads of Families make againſt the Perſon whom the 


4 the Electors have named in order to election, may in themſelves 


« be frivolous, and of ſmall Moment; yet the Weight they have 


_ « with the prejudicated Perſons, and the Quality of theſe Perſons, 


and their Influence in the Congregation, are duly to be pondered; 
and if found conſiderable, great Tenderneſs is to be uſed.”.. The 


th Act of the General Aſſembly 1732, requires that when a Call is 


given © the Diſapprovers ſhall offer their Reaſons to the Presbytery 
« of the Bounds at whoſe 1 and by whoſe Determination 


the Miniſter ſhall be ordered and concluded 
« according to the Rules of this Church.” And altho this Act is 


now repealed, yet tis well known, it was not upon the Account of thi 
Clauſe ohich was never objected to. a & this 


' Beſides all this, it has been a conſtant, and well known Practice 
in the Church of Scotland, to cauſe an Edict to be ſerved in the Church 
where one is to be ordained, and this Edict to be returned and called, 
before the Preꝛbytery proceed to that Solemnity ; which as it is ſtill prac- 
tiſed; if it is now thought to ſignifie any Thing at all, it muſt be an 
Intimation to that Congregation, of what Importance the Character 
of their Miniſter is thought to be, and that the Presbytery or the 
Church is willing to give the Congregation, and to habe themſelves 
all poſſible Satisfaction in ſo eſſential a Point, and conſc ently that 


they ne willing to hear, and to conſider any reaſonable Ol ection that 


Can 
* of =— = * 
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een be made, before they proceed to lay Hands on one as their Mini- 
ſer. And it is obſervable, that tlie very ſame Aſſembly that firſt 
enacted this Querture, tho? we cannot ſuppoſe them exceſſively liberal 
in.their Coneeſſions to the People on this Head, having Occaſion to give 
DireRions'in Relation to the Conduct of a Presbytery, upon Sup- 
paſition of Obſections being made againſt a Probationer at the Neturn 
a his Tdict, not only alloy the Presbytery to receive them, upon the 
—_— = a Libel, — is the only Caſe in which the O- 
vertuze allows of it, but likewiſe upon an of inſtantly verifyin, 
Nov if in any one of thoſe Caſes jt wou'd be highly reaſonable ſor, | 
nay hicumbent ypori'a Presbytery, by the expreſs Injunctions of the 
Apaſtle, to make an Inquiry into the Character of a Probatiener, 
much more muſt it be ſo, when there is a combination of them, fuch | 
ts of any ef the three with the 4th, or with the 6th, or of the 
Ah wich the 6th, Sce which are Caſes that may very eaſily be ſup- 
oy But cally, Sir, to take them ſingly, T wiſh any of the 2 
attors of the Overture wou'd but ſatisfy me how they are able to recon- 
eils it with any real concern for the purity of the Miniſtry, and the 
Intereſts of Religion, or with any due Regard' for the Apoſtolical 
authority, to incapacitate themſelves and others by a ſtanding Law 
to take a Prepf, and to exclude u Probationer from the Office of the 
Miniſtry, in the firſt Caſe that is above ſyppoſed. The. Overture 
Jeaves us entirely at Liberty to ſuppoſe here the yery bigheſt Degree 
af Wickedneſs that can be imagined and the very Cleareſt and cer- 
taineſt | Information. © Now let us ſuppoſe the groſſeſt Atheiſm; the 
molt avowed Contempt of thoſe Souls the Charge of which he is 
174 o tn N BY 2A. Por 15 N | about 
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+ 4 after all how far ſhort is this of the Intereſt which the People 1 
were allo wedto have in this. Matter during the Primitive times of | 
Ehriſtianity; according to Cyprian in the Ep, quoted above. 
« Propter quod; ſays he, plebs obſequens 7 dominicis & Deum 
© mefrens u peccatore prepoſito ſeparare ſe debet, nec ie ad facrilegi Sacey- 
tis Sacrificia miſcere ; guaudo ipſ maxime habgat poteſtatem vel eligen- 
« > dignes ſeceraptes vel indipnestecuſandi.— Deus inſtruit & oftengit 
4 afones ſacerdotales ngn niſi ſub pepuli aſſiſtentis conſcienta ſieri oportere, | 
N. BY uf plebe præſente, vel detegantur malorum crimina ve 'bongr- | 
«tym merita predicentur, & ſit ordinatio juſta & legitina que omaium 
Ws Suffragio& Juajcio fuerit examinata: and even Biſhop Leighton offered 
in his gebeme for a comprehenſion of the Presbyterians, © that Biſhops 
* thagld goto the Churches, in which" ſuch as were to be ordainedfwere 
10 ferve, and hear and NV. B. diſcuſs any Exceptions that were 
made to them.“ Hur net. 
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"no Sin, or that tis a Hall one, 10.80 
| 5 with ds certain an Information of thi 
ſuppoſed without a judicial Enquiry, to 
be Right Hand of Fellowſhip to one 11 | 
the ena the Overture there can be ng 5 5 | 
extremely u will ing to believe that that ever the 1 45 it Rea it 
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rejected, without a any ED the T ruth or: 


? This, as it Won Wal unjult, Je it is, . 
from futon 317 the Intention of thoſe who promote. the Ov 


ture, and, J. it, is what no Body llama io. infiſt upon. 
Muſt the be all received then, w ith their Chia - i that b 
Either they muſt, or an 'Engqi ult. de m io, the 
er ports, even tho? ho 5 ma the 
o the ſama ſhould: 5 be ſo 1 * te Oreo ſuppoſes, 
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a cho it were in the Face of the We f chile 


Mbiy be alledg that — eries ate Aill left at fg 
baden l. 12 make W into 1 4 e Probati- 
oners by the Reſervation that is Lt. in the: Overture of the two 
Caſes, of a Libel, and of a-certain_bigh Degree of a and clamoſa. 
But beſides that this Liberty cannot be ſufficient. if all the Caſes a- 
bovementioned are excluded, there are a ſew Obſervations that I 
wou'd” make upon the only two Caſes that ſeem to be reſerved. 
There is indeed properly but one Caſe in which any Power is re- 
ſerved toa Presbytery to ſet an Enquiry on foot AS * | 
e ee e e ann 
n $3 2320 SH» 1155 
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Tit. 1 from v. 6th. to v. 10. 
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moſt Part of the World ſuch as ' exceffive Drinki 

Swearing, Or. are however, ſack Evidences of Profit and 

the Want of ſerious Religion; that a l indulges _— 
ſelf in then, is un for the miniltetisl Office, 
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formation of any Thin of that K bd ewiſe think niy- 
ſelf obliged not to the Sandal, but rather tb draw 4 Vail over - 
it, aud ts hide it as __ ” . — from all thoſe whols Know 
ledge of it is not neceſſary ſo any bach Effects of it. And 
even althv” Probationers may "be pp ſup of ſcandalous Vices 
deſore ſome Compatiies, yet they may eee 
much worldly Wiſdom as to take — Care that the Corn T 
whoſe Preſence they take ſuch Liberty be of a W 1 
they have ſome Confidence in. 4 

3- As upon theſe, and many other Acoounts, there may be jult 
Ground for a Proceſs, where there is really no ſumo cloſe, 0 


may be a fams clamgſa wen the Preabyrary'3s hot furs wha there 
or canuot make it ident that tere is. When  ſeattddbeus Sin Was 


not been committed in à very notorjouſly publick Mater, er Rtet- 


ded with ſome ſtriking Circumſtance, but à fund #rifes' father hem a 
habitual Coutſe of —— Brhiaviout ; in chat Cafe n in Wi 
his Character vet 5, and ene is by: Degrees fo © 

to the hearing of — to bis Difadvantiye, at they besen la- 


miliar, and are not 9 — ener ry "I 


—_— _ — uw 


pened.. . And 01 may havę heard of ſuch Things, 
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A fa... and you may 
have heard of them, and many others; yet no Body can take upon 
pt ſay how, many... And tho I may; have very good Reaſon to 

uk that the famg is really clangſa, yet it is immpolſible for me who- 
do not perhaps converſe with a great Variety of People, and Wh 


chuſe to.converle with ill fewer upon ſuch a Subject, 19 know preciſe- 


. 15 extend : ar to 9 7 — Fn Flagrancy of , 
'ho may happen to diſpute this Fact. Upon this Account it is, I 
dare ſay, that io few ſcandalous Sinners are cenſured in the ordinary 
wiſe of our Diſcipline, It has been frequently obſerved, that our, 
icipline. is too much confined to one Sin, viz. that of an unmarried 
Woman's being with Child, whether in Fornication or Adultery. 
It cannot be denied, that there are a great many other ſcandalous 
Vices among our People, which are not ſo frequently or ſo certain- 
ly taken notice of in order to Cenſure. The only Way that I can. 
ene for this, is, that a big Belly for ſome Months, the bringing 
th a Child into the World, and the Continuance of that Child in ibe 
World, are Circumſtances that are ſuch ſtanding Marks of tho Sin, as 
* no Room ſor the leaſt Pretence that it is not publickly notour. 
Vhercas aſter an Oath, ſor Example, is out of a Man's Mouth, 
here is nathing about him that is any ſtanding Evidence of his Pro- 
ity. A Man may be drunk this Night, and To-morrow he may 
e..pcticctly ſober. And unleſs there. be ſome particular Circum- 
nce, that, in an extraordinary. Manner, draws the publick Atten- 
tion, a Hamlle may readily be taken from the pretended Deſect of 
Flagrancy in the Report, to excuſe the Slothfulneſs, Timidity, or 
want of. Zeal and Faithfulneſs in Church Officers. And indeed the 
very ſmall Effect chat a. fam clamqſa has in the ordinary Courſe of 
out Diſcipline, is a. ſuſſicient Evidence how ſreble and inoffenſive a 
Weapon it would prove for guarding the Entrance into the Miniſte- 
rial Office, when all others, even that of the moſt credible Informa- 


* 
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Metbing can better illuſtrate both theſe 3 than the fol- 

loming Fact, which 1 can-ofſure you of the Truth of, A Gentleman be- 

ang on Oath before a Presbytery, not very long ago, affirmed, That a 
Probationer had been guilty of profane Swearing, to ſuch a Degree as 
obliged him to leave the Company. This he ſaid he could y=uou Five 
Mitrefſe 5. Now tho this happened in the Town which was the Precytery's | 
Seat, et the ſama was. fo for from being clamoſa, that few, if any, 


ile Members of that Presbytery had ver heard of it before; and as 


ile Probationer was net named, tho' few gfter fo publick a Nerration 
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or for the Intereſt of Religion, ſhall they be allowed to do any Thing 
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4. However harinleſs/an Inftrument this fuma mult appear to be 
Rate, the Overture, together with ſome late of AL 
— have taken Care to blunt the Edge of it ſo much further 
it never Was aps — 12 ſuch 3 
hacking el. be abſolutely ing, or next to nothing at 
The Overture Suppoſes there may be a fama; which is not to be mind. 
ded : it muſt be a fama'clome/@ deſore it can; plead for any Regard: 
But is it ſufficient. that it . —ç—ð to haue, = 
Effect? No, it muſt be a great: ſama clamoſe. 
a great fama cl ne wy 
of the young Man's Character, the 2 | 
be firſt affected by the ſama, before: they are to take any Notice of 
it. bell they: þe:allowed-then East ent of! any Concern about the 
young Man or for a Pariſh who have ſome Intereſt in his Character, 


for their own Vindication, when once they find Reflexions begun 
io be caſt upon themaſolves? Not ſo faſt neither. It is [not every 
fight touch of their own Reputation that will bear them out. Their 
Character muſt be ſo deeply wounded as to neceſſitate them ro vin- 
dicate it. And as they are not allewed to begin 2 Proceſs till all thoſe 
Circumſtances concur ; ſo neither are they in that Caſe obi ged-to do 
ſo, tho' every Body elſe ſhou'd be ever ſo ſennble of the > 
unleſs they fee themſelves neceſſitate. One wow'd: think, chat by this - 
Time the young Man's Character has got Fortifications enough 
thrown up about it. Yet after all there is another Outwork added, 
which may throw the Attack to ſuch. a Diſtance that in the mean 
Time he may ly ſnug within his double and triple Intrenchments, 
and at leaſt has a fair 

cautions, before he can 
muſt firſt uite into the Riſe, Occaſion, Broachers, and Grounds 
of this fama clamiſa. Now whatever might have been the firlt Oc- 


caſion of its Riſe, poſſibly the preſent Degree of its Flagrancy. ma 

be owing to the 2 9 by. the Members of » 
Congregation who had an Intereſt in the Thing. This Demand 
being oppoſed by the young Man himſelf, and thereby the Suſpici- 
on inzreaſed, the affair goes thro” the Judicatories, from the Preſ- 
bytery to the Synod, ; the Synod tothe General Aſſembly ; ſo that 


en Aae rene pretended that i ds D 


1 | — * 2 —— 18 — 
could be ſap poſed 5 norant of the , yet it was never „ 2 
fu ficient Gp ud for or any Proſecution, at leaf by that Pre even 

ter * 2 bappenel in their own Preſence. 1218 2 


medled with, the Presbytery, in this ente „lit 


* 


Child may "with it, I am very much imiſtak en 
_ ties which muſt be owned to be a 


therm in thoſe: former Times; ſuch as toò ſudden Admiſſion, 
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not now und Abundance of Noiſe, and is ſpreid ſur und with. - 1s 


I nö now/high Time then to go at any Rute to th Boom df it} 
No; bis very Girrumftence,” by the late Practice of vur Courts, oven 
inthidernier Ke/ort; affords Protection to tho young Man. "This, it ecm 
is a: fort of forme, which if it ſuou d happen to mix any of ity bade. 
ful: e in the Affair, no. Notice whatever maſt be taker: of Nh 
whole /upon the-Fogt:of a un And now if this fame fam, which 
really-ar.its worſt was never very formidable; is not by -this Time 
ſaflidiently ſitipt / of its" Armour, and made ſo /harmicfs that a very 
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upon my Presdytery's Procedure; ſuppoſe. them ever ſo Zealou 
difpefed tathe faithfub Execution of the importunt Truſt commi 
chem, will appear-ſtill in a Stronger Light, if it can be fa 
that thareare ary Members of . our mat ba ve an Inclination | 
to geteen an Inttant ſtom Cenſure at the Expence of the publick In- 
weofd, war if tlie abovementioned Difficulties in any Proceſs vpo 
the Foot of u D are conſidered us ſo many Weapons put into 
Hands; whereby they may defend him. It wou'd' bo intolerable Pre“! 
ſumption im ui to maintain that there arc none ſuch in the Church 
of Sunn, or that it is not to be expected that there ever will be any 
ſuck : I am ſure that the. ſtanding Acts of -this Church, at Times 
whey” there. appears greater Zeal in their pabliek Conduct in rhis 
particular Pointthan can be pretended at preſent, do plainly ſup- 
——— great deal of unfaithfulneſs in this Meter 1 


„ tight Tryul cf Perſons to the Miniſtry, helping in, and holding 
in of inſuſpcient und 11 Men; partiaſity, in favouring; an 
„ ſtheaking for the Scandalous whether: Minifters or other Perſons; 
„ renching when how to Shift and * Now « theſe 
ao Evils at have been actually felt, ' and may be preſumed to be 


mild working among us, and: what the Church will always have to 


Arugglewith as long 38 N is in this im 10 it fit thar In the 
framing of ne Rules, + they ſhould be calculated fo as to give all 
Counteriatite, und Advantage to fuck Perſons, and fink Be! 

s, Which a Church ought rather by all Meuns to guatd againſt? 


I walt enz add, in e laſt Place, what I believe many of the 


wanneſt Abettors oſithe ot, ill not refuſe; thut altheꝰ a fare 
#amecſ2 is the only Ground of a Profecution that is by the Overture 
reſerved to a Presbytery, yet it is ſuch a Ground, as they them- 
ſelves, of all others, do Le ſhow the leaſt Fondneſs for. Iam | 
fire," that: many of them have upon other occations' ide a perfect 


ave it, 1 acknowledge iris, a8 £Dy thing may be died in * 5 
of 


of it, and indeed aſtet it ia ſo imirely diſarrad, ad they wayld | 
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hops 1555 they ſeem 2 * reſerved... 
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ſnall next . to offer you loma Obfery 
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1. And here I dare, ſay, IL 17 
eklers f for the Overture to begin with the 
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an the only Grounds that are ſtill pretended to be retained are (ach, 
20 1 Py ſure they. will not pretend greatly to patroniſe, . _ 
2. If this is all the Diſcipline that we are to have continued a mon 
us in this Matter, it is no more than the Church of England itſelf 
bas: And yet they cannot but own, and in their Litürgy confeſs, 
the Want of Sed Diſcipline among them. 1 am, ſute” the greateſt 
Friend of this Overture would not wiſh to fee ſuch ſcandalous Men 
admitted to the Miniſtry among us, as we all know are in England, 
to the great Reproach not only of that Church, but of the Chriſtian 
Religion. But let any Man pretend to fay'whar other Caule this 
en de imputed to but the unhappy Defed of their Conſtitution ir 
this particular Point, And haye 28 Effects of it been fo amiable, as 
to tempt us to imitate this worſt Part of their conſtitution which all 
good Nen among them do ſerioufly lament, and groan” under the 
fatal*Conſequences of?” and can any Body imagine that when once Wl 
we are refluced to the ſame Circumſtances, they will not be attended 
with ins Pots neee , 


3. Hall fuicial” Enquires into the Character ef a Probationer 
| e uy re to tie Caſe of 2 Libel under Pain of Cenſure, 1 
nay Gely Ry; there it an End. of the whole Matter at ence.” At 
every Body muſt be fenfible that few private, Perſons without 
any particular Intereſt would, out of pure Zeal forthe Glory of God and 
the Concerts of Religiom, take upon them any ſuch Office.” For my 
part, Sir, as it might poſhbly ruin ones Family" in "fame Caſes, 1 
Tame fa that” it would be every Bodys Duty to do ſo. I am 
ſure u be, it is 2 Duty that requires more zeal than moſt ordi- 
mary Chriftians ſeem to be poſſeſs d of, and conſidering at how low 
an Ebb © zeal for Religion "ſeems to be at preſent, it is ſcarcely to 
| be''Expetted that one who tas vo peronal Concern in the Matter, 
will (eſpecially hen he finds the Judicatoties of the Church fo ex. 
eremly cool about the Intereſts of practical Religion) = ec all 
the Odium, auch all the Reſentmenrs that he has Reaſon to lay his 
Account with ftom the äccuſedd Perſon” and his Friends, to all the 
Trouble, and Vexation of Mind, to all the Expence of Time and 
| Money (more perhaps than.cither he tan ſpare, or con'd foreſee) to 
the Rille he runs of being cenſured as. « Slanderer at laſt doth by Civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Courts, perhaps thro? the failure of his Witneſſes, or 
by Reaſon of the ſuperiour Skill and Adreſß of the oppoſite Patty, or 
the Partiality of the Judges: in a word to all the hazard* as well as 
rtain inconveniences that ſuch a Proceſs may happen to involve 
him in. The conſequences of = Condemnation to à Prabationer, 
eſpecially, if he cannot think of Repentance, or even of a Profeſſion of 
it, are indeed {b\grievous, that tis no great Wonder iſ the Compaſh-. 
en of the World is raiſed on his Side; and *tis thought a * 
12 | - bniy 


of it at laſt ; 
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8, 1 2 t which he had a of: But is it no Hardſhip upon 
am the People to be obliged to take one for their Miniſter (in whoſe Be- 
rdi- haviour and Miniſtrations their immortal Souls and thoſe of their 
low children are very deeply concerned) whoſe moral Character they have 
t great Reaſon to ſuſpect, without any Tryal of the Things laid to his 
Charge? Is it not their Duty to be concetned about this Matter! 
and to take the only Method that is left to their Choice to get a 
Character aſcertained wherein they have ſo eſſential an Intereſt?” And 
are they to be cenſured” for doing their Duty? Is not ſomie Satis- 
faction in a Point that is of ſuch infiiite Importance to them, if a. 
d great Meaſure their Due? And ſhall they be denied a Piece of ſuch 
e important Juſtice, unleſs they not only put themſel ves to an exorbi- 
vil tant Trouble and Ex pence, but unleſs they run the Rilk of & ſevere 
0 Cenſure ? while at the ſame Time the Juſtice that is due to them, is tio 
. * the Church owes to it ſelf, hat no innoccht Per- 
ſon can y. but what may be regarded as a Piece of juſt- 
ice even to the Perſon whoſe Character ſuffers by the Dental of 


It x „„ L 129 © 3 . | 

5. I reallycannot look upon a Proſecution on Accuſation'as at all 
reſerve by the Overture, but rather as prohibited. There is very 
little Difference between an abſolute Prohibition of a Thing, and clopg- 


"I | d 
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as will probably deter moſt Men from 
2 it e as the Laws pf the Land ſametimes prohibit the Im. 
of foreign Commodities only by laying ſuch bich Duties 
dvpen them as. will abe it worth no Man's while to import them. 
— de · ſure that muſt 1 that hors, Hen 
denounced againſt it hy any Iaw. Now the Overture denaun- 
8 Seb Does 

ing that is nt in his, power, and what may be an. 
even when his- Iaſermation is certain. Witneſſes may die; they may 
be removed out of the Rlace, -they\nay-refuſs ta appear; they may WW 
Dae — that or other Groundswhich he 
co A ſony they may be Influence, and meet with ſuch i 
e 8, us will move them even to eat in vhat the7 

ve one 


And hat wiſe Man wuu' d voluntarily chuſe to run 


Te Ke upon.. ſuch Uncenamties? H the Accuſer were but al-. 
lowed a Precognition, this might give him ſome ſurer footing. 
Bat ſo far: is this . Favour ſrom being allowed, that if they ſhqu'd 
but endea vour to diſcover the Truth of Facts, his wou d be called en- 
Fee,, andwou'd be made an Objection againſt receiving the Ae- 
Beſides there are a. great many Cafes where the Ynform- 
ation, the ſuch as by the Apoltle's Rules ought not be neglected, 
Is cannot be. certainly depended on till a proper Authority oblige 
- Witneſſes —— et Wing private , Perſon was intitled or had in his 
Power to dra ſrom them. And in all. Caſes of this K ind libelling is 
only prohibited by the Overture. I own my ſelf indeed. ata 
ues} what Opinion the Abettors of the Overture would 
bee to have concerning this Method of Proſecution. by a Libel- 
It is in my Apprehenſion plainly prohibited by the Oyerture. 


99 firſt View io be a Method reſerved for excluding | | 


of bad, men ſrom the Miniſtry, and pointed out as a Method 
ſor this Purpoſe than others that are thereby Bn Tad on this 
"Method has been by the fame Inſfuence in the General, Aſſembly | 
with that which produced the Overture, conſtantly preſcribed of = | 
as the only habile Method of cleuring up the Suſpectod Character 
of a Candidate for the Miniſtry, it wou'd perhaps be taken for Un- 
Ccharitableneſsif Iſhou d take the Deſign to be equally andabſolutely a- 
(air ſt every Method of Inquiry into the Moral Character of Intrants, 
and ſuſpect that they only cover this Deſign by Subſtituting in words 
a Method ſoſull of Danger to the Undertaker, as will in all Pro- 
badility, be as Good as none; orif I ſnau dinſindate the leaſt Doubt | 
ol their Sincerity in recommending this as a AER Method. And } 
therefore I ſnhall add, ; 
In the 6th place, that nis is e of 8 Church 
eee others, the worſt, and the very laſt to be 

: chown 


| | _  * 
choſen; indhtherefore the Chet fhou'd'be' fb — 
into it, in one of the moſt important Branches of ouf Diſcipline, th 
on the contrary gest Gate Hg de taken to Well. My. 


ham in his Book on ScondeFobſerves © that to. 2 ; 
ſeemeth tt {o ene ger to the Nature of Eccleſſaſtick Proceſs, 
« and looketh liker a civil Court.” and again“ thatrixal andcontentious 
Way of followingof Proceſs by particular Accufers againſt particulat 
2 as uſeth to be in other Courts, we conceive no W 
« becoming the Gravity, and convincing Way that ought to be i 
«- this: and we ſuppoſe in Experience is not often to be edi> 
“fing; but rather doth engopder Hatered, Prejudice, Contention, 
aud fuch like which is altogether contrary to Chriſt's Scope. Inall 
rroceſſes even for ordinary Scandal, and much mare in the Cafe of a 
Candidate for the Miniſtry, the main Point that all concerned ought 
to have conſtantly in View is to ſind out the Truth what fide of the 
"Queſtion ſo ever is lies on. If the Presbytery themſelves are the Pro- 
ſecutors there is at leaſt a fairer Chance that nothing elſe will be aimed 
at. Sure Iam, there cannot be pretended in that Cafe ſo violent a Temp- 
tation to miſtead them, as in the Caſe of a Libeller. He has fomuch 
at Stake in the Iſſue of the Proceſs, and his Intereſt lies ſo conſi- 
derably, and fo vifibly on one Side of the Queſtion, i. e. in making 
out bis Libel, that he can ſcarcely fail to have a Biaſs that Way. 
This may lead him into ſeveral Steps, which he might otherways 
have avoided : And as Action and Reaction are reciprocal, ſuch a Duſt 
may be raiſed on both Sides of Paſſion and Prejudice, Noiſe, and Cla- 
mour, and Contention, that the Truth may be involved in Ob- 
ſeurity, and theſe Things being of a mighty contagious Nautre, it 
will be extremely lucky, if the Infection does not ſpread among the 
Judges too. Whereas a Presbytery making a judicial Enquiry inte 
a ſuſpected Character, ex officio, having no Temptation to mi 
them, no patticular Intereſt in finding the Accuſation proven, may 
be ſuppoſed rather inclinable to the other Side, and — to ſee 
the Character in Queſtion appear in a fairer Light. And really, un- 
leſs you can ſuppoſe them of a diabolical Diſpokition, one would 
think that a Sentence of Abſolution would be pronounced by them 
with much greater Pleaſure than that of Condemnation. On the 
other Hand, if a Proof ſhould come out againſt one, he may be fupy 
poſed, in this Caſe, much more open to Conviction, and to have his 
Conſcience calmly and ſeriouſſy dealt with, when there is no = 
pzarance of any perſonal Enmity, or particular Oppoſition to him 
ſelf, then in that rixal and contentious Way, as Mr. Durham ex- 
preſſes, it in which the clamorous and gen ar nn of Par- 
ties at the Bar, with the natural and uſual E 5 
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ects thereof, mg 
grit ate and exaſperate one's Mind in a Manner that's very bend, * 
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2 humble Conviction and real Reſormation. I ſhall only ſur- 
ve, 7 f 


as no private Perſon ſinds himſelf particulatly and immediate ly con- 
cerned in. In England, they have the Coroners Iapueſt, and Grand i 
Juries to take Notice of ſuch Crimes, and to prevent ſuch Nuiſances 
as. would otherwiſe be neglected. In Scotland, I take the Buſineſsof be 
King's Advocate, and that of Procurator Fiſcals to be pretty much of 
ce fame Nature. In Church Courts, every Member of a Seſſion. is 
lways ſuppoſed to have ſome thing of that Sort in the Nature of his 
Office. But over and above the ordinary Care that is incumbent up- 
on Miniſters and Elders, as Overſeers of the derer Manners, to 
keep the Church pure from what is ſcandalous and offenſive, I look 
upon Presbyteries as having a peculiar Charge committed to them 
concerning Probationers for the holy Miniſtry, not only by the Rules 
.of this Church, but by the Word of God, and the expreſs Injunc- 
tions ef the Apoſtle Paul. They keep the Door of the Sanctuary, 
and it is their Buſineſs to make a Separation between theſe that in a 
State of Probation, appear to have the Qualifications. that are requi- 
lite, and ſuch as do not; and a Buſineſi, let me ſay, Sir, ſo eſſentially 
Incumbent on them, that no Authority inferiar to that of an Apoſtle can 
Andemnify them for the Neglect of it. What Excuſe would it be for 
Auffering any known unworthy Perſon to enter that Door the guarding Wl 
ef which is committed to their Truſt ; to. alledge that no Body £ 
red to run the Riſk of proſecuting him before them? even altho' 
it could be added, that without this they were under a human Re- 
ſtraint from doing a Duty preſcribed, and exerciſing a Truſt, com- 
; mitted to them by Jelus? We have a common Saying : What is 
every Body's Büſineſs; is no Body's Buſineſs. And indeed if ir be 
not the , peculiar Buſineſs of a Presbytery to proſecute Things of 
that Nature, it is undoubtedly the Buſineſs of none. We find by 
the Laws and Acts of Parliament made againſt Profanity, that the 
Legiſlators were apprehenſive of their not being put in Execution, 
 -for want of Proſecutors fas ſuch Crimes, which being conunitted more 


** un- 


- 


think . in the Puniſhment 


about a Miniſters Character, and how far this extends to 


T4) 


| hem; And there- 
fore they bave impowered and ordained Church Judicatories par- 
ticularly to proſecute. upon theſe Laws. But as they ſeem likewiſe 
in 2 great Meaſure to decline that invidious Talk, Attempts have 
been 13 made by Societies ſor Reſormation of Manners, to 
provide, what the Want of is ſo ſenſibly felt, Proſecutors for ſuch 
Crimes. And after all, how little Buſineſs of that Sort is done, the 
and avowed Tri of Profanity on our Streets is too melan- 
7 1 Evidence. And if theſe Things are fo, can it be proper to take 
the Trouble of proſecuting Probationes for the ſame Sort of Crimes 
out of the only Hands that are thonght to be bound in Conſcience io 
do it, e it M Ar G dn 12 932 
Againſt all this I it i f t I im Form 
of Proceſs, and that if theſe tions are bee 6 
to Probationers they mult be ſo likewiſe with reſpect to Miniffers to 
which I anſwer, „ ‚ ‚ K oi We 
1, That if the Authority of thoſe who enacted the form of Proceſs 


is ſounded on, this is evidently againſt the Overtirs... Whatever | 
Regulations they have thought fit to enact with reſpet to Mini- 


ſters, tis certain that they have not ſeen it p 


to Probatianerg, nor even to Elders and Deacons, who being 
ordained Officers in the Church, have a better Title to have their 
Character protected. On the contrary we find, by all the Regulations 
that are made in Relation to Probationers laid together, that the In- 
tention and the Concern of the Church ſeems to be, to ſind out the 
Character of Probationers, at the ſame Time that it ſeems to be to 
ſupport, mantain, and preſerve that of Miniſters, _ 

2. L abſolutely deny the Ground upan which the Objection is 
founded, that if theſe Regulations are ' unreaſonable with & 10 


Probationers, they muſt be ſo with Reſpect to Miniſters likewiſe. 
And there appear 


to me ſo many and ſuch conſiderable Differences 
between them that I think it muſt imply the t Mattention 
not to perceivs them. I ſhall mention a few. of many that might 
be enumerated. | 495 

1. Let us conſider the Reaſon affigned in the Form of Proceſs it 
ſelf for the extraordinary Guards that were thought proper to be ſer 


and 


ers, which is thus expreſſed, Chap. 7. $4. 2. © The 
«* Succeſs of the Goſpel (in the Way of an Mean 


depending on the entire Credit and Reputation of Miniſters, their 
bound Doctrine and holy Converſation, no Stain thereof pught 


lightly to be received. &c. Now is there not in this R 
great Difference beteca a Mniſter-wnd e Probationet? A 


with reſpet 


roper to,extend them 


e 
Hot on may; but muff contitue to adminitterall the Ordinances of 
the Goſpel ie his People, however \ his Reputaribn may be tained, 
until he be by the fentence of 4 Court, which being 3 
Juckeial Cenfure of x pretty high Nature, cannot be infficted till, af 
a folenm Trial, a Proof bas actually come ont againſt him. Not 
only ike obliged to adminiſter he Ordinances ; bur his People are 
fikewifſe under an Obligation to partake of them from him, and in 
moſt Exfes from Him only. It is from him that they are to have 
the Gait Miniftration of the Word, from bis Hands that they ve. 
ceive the Sacraments; it is he that muſt excercife Church Govern- 
ment and Difcipline amongeſt them; by him chiefly that the Scandalous 
muſtbe Tadged; and by him alone that the Guilty muſt be Rebok- 
ed, and Ceriſtred, perhaps caſt out of the Church. It is by bim 
— — be Catechiſed, and Inſtructed, by him that their Families 
and Sick or diſtreſſed in Body or Mind muſt be vifited, and either 
wwakened, excited, or comforted. Whereas a Probationer cannot 
in a publick Capacity adminiſter any of the Ordinances of the Goſ- 
pel, except the Word, and that but occaſionally as he is employed 

jothers. And as he has ordinarity no Opportunity even of do- 
ing this without a particular Invitation, ſo incaſe ofany Inconvenien- 
ce he is under no Neceſſity of doing it at all, and which is more ftill, 
there is no Congregation that is confined to bim or under any Obligati- 
on to receive even this ſingle Ordinance from his Hand, and far leſs from 
bim only: So that there can be little Pretence of Interruption to the 

Fdification of a People, or the Succeſs ofthe Goſpel in a Congregation, 
during the Trial of his Character, which is the evil that the Com- 
plainers of the Form of Proceſs ſeem to have moſt apprehended in al- 
lowing a Stain upon a Miniſters Reputation to be lightly received, 
and for the guarding againſt which tone the extraordinary Precauti- 
ens that follow, ſeem allenarly to have been contrived. ' _ © 
2. Another Circumſtance which renders theſe Precautions of much 
Teſs dangerous Conſequence in the Caſe of Miniſters than in that of 
Probationers, and what 1 dare fay might have had its own' Influence. 
-uport the Aſſembly that enafted them, is, that, when a Miniſters | 
Behaviour is really unworthy of his Character, it is much more pro- 
babſe that there will be a fame clamoſa of it, and that even lach as 
qui d force the presbyrery to take Notice of it than in the Caſe of another 
Mai even a Probationer: Tis certain that the more eminent I Sta- 
tion one is placed in, ſo much the more conſpicuous muſt the whole 
Tenor of his eoddutt be. A Miniſter is Ike a City ſet on a Hill, which 
as out Saviour ablcrves, - cannot be hid. And indeed any Sin which 
would be Teandalous in another, mult be doubly ſcandalous in him; 
und therefore mule Sona attract the obſervation, and em- 
- ploy the Tongues oF his Neghbouts.” *Befides he has a continual 
3+: y f a fixed 
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fixed reſidence in hie Pariſh, whereas the Occaſions af a Hrabatianer 
may raquire him to ſpend his time, while in that Character, /in di- 
ſerent and very diſtant Places, and his Bahaviaur in one Fart af dhe 
Country may be, fe by his Removal to another, and his very 
Abſence may the Talk of it to die. Beſides hom great 
(cever the fund may be in a place where he bas far — 
ſided, or {ojourned, it may be very ſmall, or {carce haue reached 
the place where 4, Setlement is prqpoſed i ſor him. And then it is 
to. be rememabred that a People amangſt whom a Miniſter has, his con- 
ſtant Converſation, are mare deeply, intereſted in his Character man 
maſt of thoſe with hom a Probatianer can have Occaſion to con- 
verſe are in his. Thaſe who muſt. every Day be receiving Joſhrus- 
non, and perhaps Reproofs, frau a Miniſter cannot be ſuppoſed 
bear with any viſible Immoralities in bis Life ſo petiently. as in. an- 
other Man'sz; but will at leaſt Jet looſe their Tongues upom - him. 
And if there be. a. ſuma clameſa it cannot ſall to be taken Notige af 
thto'.any uncertainty what Presbytery he belongs to; bis immediate 
Superiours having no Pretence af being an the leaſt degree indeter- 
minate, but having frequent Occaſions. of intereourſe with him a8 
one of their dun Members, and the Cate of his Paxiſh, as well as 
himſelf continually incumbent upon  Probatianer 
may -be. ſometimes in the Bounds of one Prosbytery .; and; ſmetimes 
OED of another, and very: ſeldom iſ ever * an of 
their Meetings. I acknowledge indeed that according to, the Hoc · 
trine that ſeems nom to prevail, and the Interpretation that many 
ſeem inclinable to put upon Den in the —.— 
Proceſs, all thoſe citcumſtances in the caſe of Ae e 
have little Effect. But as I believe the preſent Way 1 
upon this ſubje&, was not ſo ,prevalent: about forty enge 
doubt not but they 1 locked upon as of e Weight 
rhaps 22 an 
| "ey add to this, that Miniſters. axe by dur Canſlitutian "fabjefted 
4 to prixy Cenſures, and likewiſe to à Presbtyetial viſita- 
tion of them and. their Pariſhes, wherein. their Charaders, ,are-expalſed 
to aScrutiny aud Examination, which that of Probationets is not liable 
to. \L ſhall freely, om upon this Hend what was juſt naw acknow- 
ledged upon another hat if the maxims now in Vogue avere univerſ- 


ally received, bath theſe would, be turned into very idle. and uſeleſs 


Pieces. oſ Formality, and perhaps till nee our Doctrine is reformed, 
it were 4ar better to ſuperſide the. acting of — meer a. Farce. But 
wee Ae Jars of- ANTS On it w 
tention urch ben wor om made, Parts. 
- Þiſcigline, that they . ſhauld. be, good — L 
orcited , Act af Alembly 166. two. of 


"ward 


y.the-ln- - 
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4painſt the Enorriities and corruption of hs bye as follow; 
2. Whereas it is known that private Trial in Presbyterys are 
« for the moſt Part perfunctorioùs, the Brethren are hereby exhorted 
to be mote-ſerious, and faithful herein, as they will be anfwerable 
< to Chriſt the chief Shepherd : and in a Way previous thereto, that 
« Brethreti'be free; in loving Admonition one of another Secretly 
* from Time to 2 3. That Accuracie be uſed at 'Vi- 
« fitation of Kirks, and that the Elders one by one (the reſt being 
removed) be called in and examined upon TE 
58 "Ps Behaviour in his calling and Converſation.” 
4. Whereas the Form of Proceſs only provides that a Presbyt pb 
gal not proceed to the Citation of a Miniſter, or · begin a 
without: eee therein mentioned; it is to be conſidered. th 
upon a p ik Tryal or Proceſs the Things laid to ones Charge in 
come out'in'a' ſhape very different from that i in which N 
by thefan4 ot Accuſation and that both as to Relevancy and Probf. 
There may be ſuch à Proof as convinces every Body of the Truth of 
whit he is accuſed of, and vet not ſuch a Legal Proof as a Court 
Enn fuſtain, for's Man's Condemnation. And thete may even be'a 
legal Proof of fach Miſdenieanours as will ſet the Man in a very un- 
favourable Light, tho' not of ſuch high Crimes as to found a Sentifice 
of Depolition upon. Now here again there muſk be owned to be 2 
great Difference between à Miniſter and à Probationer, upon ſup- 
on oh ſerious arid Hearty Deſigti for the Purity of the Miniſtry. 
E I believe, will allow that tis eaſier to keep out than 
to . At leaft this ſeems to have been the Opinion of the 
Com pilers of our Form of Pfobeſs. 'Pardovar's Collections were 
lie but about a Year or tws after the Form of Proceſs, and ſeem 
la the a Colle of the Sentiments of our Church at that Tide 
therein treated of. And he lays, © page. 24. 
* 3 Things there are which may debar a Man's Entring i 
«the 'Mitiiſtry, and may be Reaſon enough for the Church to ſhut 
« the Dovr upon Him, ſuch as ſome Miſtakes and Eſca 2 offenſive 
in the Life, that m ay proceed from Raſhneſs, 'Weakne 
r e Prodatice : ' Yet when -once he is iel and” en and ent F 
«" tered, "the like Eſcapes will not be found ſufflcient to depoſe arid 
* him out: For, Muſta impediunt Matrimonium contrabendim, 
« yu4 vn dirimunt tontraum.” Now ſhou'd a very Suſpicious Prodf 
rat leaves ugly Impreſſions upon every Bodys Mind come out againſt 
2 Miniſter, fel as he cou'd'not be condemned upon, or 'a plain 
Proof of Indecehcie and Impriidence that cou'd not infe the Sentence 
of Depoſition, the Conſequence wou'd be very 
muff Kill de gon . in. His Office; and yet the 0 of his Mini- 
greatly mafr'd. Whereas the Matter being yet 
entire 


— 


able. He 


PD 
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entire as to the Settlement of a Probationer in that Office it is. till 
in the Option of a Pariſh whether to call him to it or no, and by the 
Apoſtles Rules one wou'd think that the Court it ſelf: might cut off 
his Pretentions that Way without any Injuſtice and indeed are hound 
to do it even upon ſuch a Proof, unleſs his Behaviour gives them 
ground to hope better things; while the greateſt Inconvemience in ſo 
doing, might be only the private one of obliging him in his younger 
Years to turn his Thoughts to another Praſeſſion in which he might 
de a more uſeful Member of Society. mg. 
- 5. I might mention ſeveral other Differences; but ſhall only in- 
ſiſtſupon one more, which is ſo extremely obvious, that I wonder h 
any Body can ſpeak of the Candidates for the Miniſtry by the uſual 
Appellation given to them amongſt us, without being ſehſible of it, 

without perceiving how ridiculous it wou'd be to apply to them 
the Rules in the Form of Proceſs, with Reſpect to Miniſters: - Pro- 
bationers are (as the very Name implys) in a ſtate of Probation. 
Their Character is upon Trial that it may appear whether they are 
fit to be received into the Miniſterial Office or not. When thay 


vere in the Claſs of Students their Conduct was not ſo much expo 


to publick View. They are then generally ſo young, that their | 
Character can Scarcely be faid to be formed. And moſt of their 
Time is ſpent either at Colleges or at their Bocks, or with Com- 
rades of their own ſtanding. , When once they have finiſhed their 
Courſe of Studies and are licenſed to preach they begin to appear 
more upon the Stage of the World, to act in different Scenes, and to 
appear in more promiſcuous Company. It is not till then, that the 
- World has any Opportunity to form a Judgement of their moral 
Character and Behaviour. And therefore it is in that Stage of Life 
principally, that their Manners are to be inſpected, and ſuch a Scru- 
tiny made into their Converſation, as both by divine and human Laws, 


has been Enjoined as of the higheſt Neceſſity and importance, before 
they are inſtructed with an Office of ſuch Conſequence as. that of the 
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langs te 2 rent Period,” and their Characters being riow itabliſhed 


 aey ought pot to be fightly called into Queſtion again. But as the 


Sucgeſs of! their Miniſtrarions have a grent Dependence upon tlie 
iProfet vat ion that Reputation 1 hich their very Admiſſion int6 the 
Hſlice maſt imply the Suppoſition of, therefoxe the Church has oon. 
el Regulations an. purpoſe to defend it againſt any Breach 

mae upon it, Nor d apply thoſe Regulations to that very B 
Marein tlie Serutinꝝ ought to:be mate, and whereof the very Deſt- 
gnation implys that the Character of the perſous belonging to it: is, at 


4tia Time, in QMiaſtion, or upon Trial, does really appear 
mm an Abſurdity at i palpable Lam ſure it is the very 
the Meaſures we other Occaſions that 


pra. 5 bi. He were to purchaſe an / Commodity, we 
om d think it prudent to take the narroweſt Inſpoction of it — 5 
ave coneluded the Batgajn ;leſpecially if any Rumour had reached out 
Ears:of aſſantiul Doſects in it that — — were uſed to conceal 
dom us; however we might think: it equally prudent to make 6 
arne eaſy as Gble after the Tranſattion Was over. Perhaps 

c particular Aufair, i. e. in the Choice of a Wife, it may be atled- 
8 of ſume Men Abr ons are warm that Love makes them 

23 blind to the Faults di a Miſtreſs before Marriage, if not More ſo, 
Aude may happen ſometimes to be, after they are linked 2 
in the Bonds af Matrimo But this, if I miſtake not, is ſueh p 

Conduct 39 — be imputed tothe ſree and 

ampartial — of rheir Reaſon, and what no wiſe any: cool 
Byltander wan d : adviſe them to. In the preſent, Queſtion how- 
tuernit is certain in Fact, let the Reaſons of it de more ot leſs obvi- 
aus) chat our Church actually has made a. very great Difference be- 
tween: Miniſters: and Probationers. Their Regulations ſeem to be 
calculated fur ſupporting the Character of the fult atithe fame Time 
that Directions are given rather for aſcertaining and finding out that 
of the laſt. And it muſt be owned that in this / Diſlinctiom they are 
as certainly and plainly countcnanced by the Apoſle Paul dhe has 
judged-it neceſſary to caution Timethy, as well againſt being raſh in 
admitting Candidates mito, Miniſtry as againſt being baſty 22 4 
ingl out thoſe that are t Office already. While he is to lay * 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man, and is to make the moſt diligent In- 
quifitioninto che Mannerz of Intrants, and to ſee that their Re 
don be quite fair and-nblemiſhed, he muſt at the ſume Time be 
Mary in the Condemmnation of - thoſe that are alreadyordainéd. 
Againſt an Elver,: ſays he, receive not on en Mn ha yew Wer 
tir asfatniſſer 1. Tim. Vh ig 


From all thoſe obiervations, it is abundanily apparent that 1 
ſerence can he juſtiy draun ſrom — — of thoſe. Regulations 
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Rep to Miniſters, the nem 
vet altho my pre ſent Argument —— dec 6f what I —2 
ing ro ay L canhor upn this occiſion, lo fav diſſeachle my 'Gwi'gent 
timents as not to add. F082 
3. That 1 think the . 
carried a great deal too fit in he Way that it is wordett'ih the Po] 
of Proceſs; eſpecially" confdering the Interpretation wereef be y bietr 
there [seems now te de 16" general an Inc ihstien: Wär 1 mann 
this Interpretation is the ang of mos Mole in a Senſe tft 
is inconfiſtent® wits Prevbyteries' ver a Mümifter ev” 
officis; in the fitſt at Ted{t'of the e —— 4 er lem 
they have certaiſ or eredidle Tnſbtmiaticn of yy Beliavſodr, 
tho* there ſhould neither be ſtich\a' Ja cim pry rb r Wed if the” 
Form of Proce 5 Kcbai that undettakees Waadt 
out the- Libel ce *of — And this Itter pretatioꝶ Edo 
not reject, at Being incpuſfftent with the Wörds- in- WHICH the af. 
embly have happ al 13 eee eee br Ton it is the 
and 5 Senſt of ert: But only a 4 fikitig ofHAVaHtage Hen 
unhappy or inadvertent” ma ; yy to⸗ —.— Ther acemi WI 
- Wöd'd T fart hope d really ter nl. l ov 

r think; ſo are, ot ww : — ub. aaf 8:5. 
ac word dv Wah al 2 7 
ay Conſtithtiofs of this CRurch, which: 5 no 2 8525 

tothemtany Deligh leſſening” we Föree bf | 


with 
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ay 


gree ye fend ee Miert ate 
1 depoſcd, Tithby: Moo +. 7160 feht and fiich 
alt Be honed which guy" Sterile” Palin ae 


6 inter," 's be de e, BUT te 
age ets hie yay now tb be in Jobe wah att” 
to de · dtiderſtodd Frey; „ e brio of- 

Procefs"aghnift 4 BRAIAEY WHAGAY | 
1187 f e Cordifions chere mitt 
leaſt iN"ſi5 Far ed, thar%the' 
thoſe Conditions, & Misilter upon t 
of the very Higheſtrof Arhites ati a Frei yter y 
aud Vet. qu be et ASSES g 
ally Body ittragitie that this was Wm ke EW 
Anil'yet T catifior deny use tige alt zalerenee Ne * wwe 
er wake ß Wer di bovyolone md ed roo yore 
2" Frijinke! there dis loſer eat en bab er 

- wheii ohe 6bſet ves the Zeal expreſſed in that v very 
Teen e ieee of Miniters, which de r. 
* eugkt nor to be fegligentlying quired into, nar, whit! fol evi- 
22 ougub to bo lily value”. 'Fhis incur 'thibio-Velieve 
= that 


r . e EE Ee 


6 52. J. 
that the Rules given in, the following 5. were intended only for. 
3 ſuch caſes where the Pregbytery might have Reaſon to hope that the 
a Accuſztion, a8, they themſelves expreſs it, may be found to be 
' « without any Ground,” and that the Information. they are probibi-, 
ted toTeceive is not that neceſ/ary /;/ormation that may be concerted to 
be given to theCourt. by ſome, of their own Members, who have had. 
a. credible Information. of intollerable r l in others; but 
oaly:ſuch 40% Informations as idle and officious People are apt to 
deal in, who have no Intereſt in the Thing, and no Call to me dle in 
the Matter. Several expreſſions that occur in that Chap. do plainly; 
lead: one 10 gather this as their Meaning; ſuch. as, © that no Stain of 
* aMiniſtet's| Reputation . ought to be . 118 ur Y received, that 
| Dh be to be without any Ground, and that a Presbytery 
exactly by wos E Information. and Complaint a 
N by z Miniſter comes firſt beſore them.“ So, 
that I dare adventure to perſuade my {el they had nothing elle i in 
View: than te diſcourag ing f illfounded, and. malicious Accuſations, 
EASY aa exp efſed the Remedy in ſuch. ahlolute 
Terms, a8 eee applica cable to the certaineſt Information. offer- 
| unexceptionable Hand, © perbaps thro*;the Omilkon,, 
a ſhort Clause that wou'd have explained their 1 8 none of 
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them jn thoſe Days ſaſpeQing it wou'd, have. been 1e Þ) 
Th of. that Inatention that human Nature its preſent —4 
Außtzmity cannot always guard 1 205 ding to the old Ob. 
ſervation, of HORACE, Me. mus, darmitat HOMERUS. ... 


\Whep 1 conlider; the pallage in this | Light. as an Overſight in our. 
Fathers who * the Form of Proceſs, pardonable indeed in them, 
moe Hard doneble.in my Opinion than it wou'd be for a Presbytery 

partial Affection to any of their Brethren, to take advantage 

+ un Inaccuracie of it, and by a ſtrict Adberence to the Letter, .ſaf-, 

fer a known unworthy Perſan, even to continue in the miniſterial of. 

fice rh <p of any fuch Regulations, contrary to the Spirit 
of the. whole; 1 fay when I conſider it in; this Light, I cannot but 

be the more dupried to find, inſtead of any Propoſals for rectifying 


10 l as 8 be unhappily conceived, an Attempt made td 
enlarge and multiply the Inconyeniences that may ariſe from-them, 
by extending thoſe, Regulations as they lic, to a ſubjoct, for which at 


any. fate they were never calculated or intended. I muſt fay, that 
I think we wou d be better employed, if, as ſoon as any Diſpoſition... 


appears to take a handle from, theManner in which thoſe Rules are ex- 
preſſed, for defeating the neceſſary Excerciſe 'of Diſcipline, an Amend: 
ment was made upon hem with \ reſpec to Miniſters themſelves, 1 
pn, that, agreeable to the Apoſtolical Rule, all calumnious and ill 
r Inſormations againſt them . „ one eſſe ought B bo. 
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highly diſcouraged; and I think tis a Privilege. that Miniſters have 
a peculiar Title to claim from the Dignity and Importance. of their. 
Station : that every, flying Report-to the Diſadvantage. of their Char- 
acter ſhould not ſubject them to a judicial Inquiry or. Proceſs ſo ſre- 
quently, or ſo readily, as may be neceſſary, in the Caſe of Probation- 
ers. But upon Suppoſition of any real Crime in them, I think we: 
ſhou'd. be ſo far, from making Proviſion, or even retaining any al- 
ready made that looks like Protection in ſuch. a caſe,” or that may be 
made that uſe of, that one the contrary, the keeneſt Edge of our Diſ- 
cipline ſhou'd be turned, and even ſhatpened againſt unworthy Per- 
ſons of our S a mee thy an of the 1 Cler- 
who as Calvin expreſſes it, multo rigidiores ' erant in ſeigs quam 
N ere. Et, Jane ita decet; adds — ut, humaniore & laxiore (ut 
ita laquar ) diſciplina plebs regatur: clerici inter. ſe acriores excerceant- 
&« cenſuras ming/que age ſibi quam aliis * *. And in this, 
- the Compilers of our Form of. Proceſs. ſeem ſo far to agree with him 
that I cannot impute to them any real Defign that is inconſiſtent 
therewith. | They obſerve. that the Mishehaviour of a Miniſter 
« ought not to be negligently enquired into, or when found evident. 
« lightly cenſured,” That !“ a ſcandal committed by a Miniſter hack 
many Agravations.” And upon theſe Accounts they appoint, that 
** whenever he is convided of any Thing of a ſcandalous Nature, 
* cenſurable in others, he be inſlanter depoſed ob officio; whatever: 
e be the Nature of his Penitency, tho; to the Conviction of all; that: 
his Church be declared vacant, and the planting thereof with an- 
« other never delayed on the N his being reponed, and 
« that before he can be. reſtored to the Exerciſe of the Miniftry,- - 
« there, be not only. conyincing Evidences, of a deep Sorrow for Sin, 
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„but an eminent and exemplary humble Walk, and edifying Con- 
« yerſation, - ſo apparent and . convincing, as hath worn out, and 
© healed the Wound the ſcandal gave. 
But whatever were their ſentiments upon the ſubjeR, tis certain 
that their Authority is but a human Authority; and of no Conſider-" 
ation where that of an Apoſtle is interpoſed. And thereſore I have 
conſidered the Queſtion abſolutely, as to the applying theſe Rules 
to Probationers, which it is not pretended the Form ef Proceſs has 
done. If they be unfit Regulations in the Caſe they are now pro- 
poſed ſor, it will not mend the Matter, that ever they were thought 
proper in other Caſes. And as to their having been formerly enacted 
withRelation to Miniſters, I think it abundantly evident, not only thee. 
no juſt Inference can be. drawn from this, for their Application to 
Probationers, ſuppoſing the other Law ever ſo wife; but likewiſe that 
they are highly unproger as they ſtand even in the Caſe of Miniſters 


Caly. [nft. L. 4. C. 12. f. 22. 


2 — 


3 
let untiappily expreſſed, and therſor v ſohvrs they er 
7 En en by 
*. T Wall, only add, ee what has been hid W 
s hay ing ſuch extraordinary Guards about bis Characler 
i — frbm being a good Reaſon ſor eeneing the ſame td a hiobu- 
noner, that this very Thing is one of the Srongeſt Reaſoris aguinſt it. 
Hthe Miniſteriul Off is to bo ſuch an ĩ bleFortreſs forthe Ca 
madters of all: that. are once poſſeſtꝰd of it; let then be whatt Aka 
_cetthinly woe ſhauld take tio ore Care vhs ſort of Per 
e that are ſuſſtred to get Intel itt That accurüte Pryal 20 0 
ſrion-int the Mora Charddler of Intratits which Was preſti het 
i the Form of Proceſs wes framed, nruſt needs be rhofecebeſs 
ſky now that aver,” not only Becauſe the TniPortarice of the PHing' 
. any Rates but likewiſe beezuſe of the DHRGUIY: there is now in. 
ooneideing and purging out bad ones aſter "they ae onee xdmitted,” 
lilly if dhe elrdtes i Guelfon ans 15 e htdrhtctal by e, 
who are ſo well pleaſed with Tem as they ſtand, and — think 
hem ſohappily worded;-as to conte nd br z more utifyerſal PH. 
won of them, but vlmte ver ſenſe is* put upon theſe Clauſes I own 
thar{confidering the Irideceney, 10 ſay: no more; /of = Mis cottinuing 
iw diſpentes Me/Sacrhifients DIRMpline; an. Stfer Mt UP Ctsce 40 
„ile his ow Moral —— iS up Tryahſ or the m- 
ae that'2 whole Con RF len muff ötherviſe be 2 aide 65 in 
tholf Spiral Euliſtentiom and lit ttie Participation ofitheſe Odſmanecs, 
Font that the Thconvenignees of a. Miniſters being much ex poſt io 
Agip zugulry of Proveſb are ſo great ahdfo-vitthle, that Car 
— Wasſon they ſhould be fo much chere re epd 8 it beſßre 
oidtnurion; if it were but od lefſon the Hluxard of their undergo- | 
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L- Thiwwhole — u Oveture Whatever: Streß 77 wid 
upon it, being taken from Authority, will be oed, believe, by theſe” 
who'rmke uſe of it; te be oH Secondaty;: and ore Hat hte. 
Fhei wan Argurgent' that is inſiſted on, is fakehRoth the? Frcs 
venlen bes mat Pfethtioners may be expoſed to thro'- tlie Wart of 
thoſe/Guards;abantthen Character. Tt is agedged tliat Diviſions and 
Cotitem ions about the Settlement of vacant Pariſhes: incteaſing in 
proportion t the N amber of Candidates, People are very apt, in the- 
Wow of Oppoſition; and when” they: delpair of carrying their Pom 


any other Means, ro hurt the Characters of Voting fen by prend 
ia vafammieus and\ — — th the Prejudice of the Re— 
_ purationp with a Viewiof meit intended Stffement, if it: 
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. Lam very far any 
ſelf tom Prejndiee. 1 my way an bn do be without alf f 5 
pielon of it, ee 1 wboſe Judgemenis 1 have 
a Regaid for. chat I am going to fay; may de thought'to 
flowafrom a A ment to the other bid 0 the Queſtion; and 
Lom chat it ekhet is an Evidence that there muſt be Prejudice 
ſomewhere, or at leaſt 4 ſufficient Proof of Ihe great Difſerence that 
there is in the Turn of Men's Minds. For this, Which is the great, 
and the only direct Argument for the Overture, -appeats to me to he 
an Argument againſt it.  Admitting the Fact _ which it is found- 
ed, und admitting it to be an Bull that 'ought 40 YR againſt 
2s Mach as poſſible,” I chink the Overture inſtead” of temoving the 
Diſcaſe, will rather deptive us of one of the beſt Remidies ſor it: 
Juſt. as i the Parliament ſhou'd make a Law againſt the Importation 
of the Peruvian Bark, and give this Reaſon for it, that Agues and 
| ions are like to turn more frequent than ever” TO f- 
| uſtrate this; 1 wow'd only aſk at theſe who think - — rge'y 
proper Cure for this Evil the two or three fullowing Queſtions: | 
l For what Sort of Perſons is it that their Contern' is/{0- _ 
engaged? Is it for the Innocent only? or for all promiſcuduſiy, whe- 
ther innocent or guilty? I ſhall not now enter into the Queſtion, 
what the Occaſien can be of defamatory Reports againſt Probationers 
increaſing of late, whether it be owing to any greater Liberties" that 
they allow themſelves in now adays, or to the Increaſe: of their 
Number. I ſtllonly ſay as to this laſt that when I ws a ötudem 
of Divinity my (elf, there were a great many more Students attend- 
ing the Profellion at the ſame Time than according id the beſt of 
my Information, have been for ſeveral Years — However let 
the real Occaſion of this Evil be what it will, I think no Body will 
refuſe, that it is at leaſt a poſſible ſuppoſition that in ſume Caſes 
time Obſections againſt a Candidate may be well ſounded. Nou 1 
| ſhall Frankly acknowledge that the Overture wou'd indeed prove 2 
Prote gion to ſuch as are reully guilty of the Immoralities laid to their * 
— * And if this was avowel to be the 2 r __ = 
givs u ly to chis Argument. But I ſhrew y 
ſpe, that — rye fotos of his on Innocence, and Hndiirig 
his Reputation blemiſhed by falſe and calumatous Reports, wou'd 
ſcaroely think himſelf bound to thank the C miri vers of the Overture 1 
for that ſort of Protection, Whiclit-is' capable to afford him. This 
Jam fare of, n eee f 
ſer in his tation, by rts' being to his 0 
chice, . wa 2 groudlefs,” I wou'd he, ofof u ß -. 
thors, the moſt impatient for a thorough Inquiry inta the Bottom oi 
8 And 3 endeavouring 10 2 
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Lan, taſtifie an Inquiry, and to get Things buſh's up as they cure, 
-I n hink that they were doing him the; very worſt ſort of Office : 
Il they pretended 70 be his Friends, I; wou'd conclude either chat 
Proſeſſion was hypockitical, or that they certainly ſuſpectod him to 
be guilty: of the Things laid to his Charge. And indeed I am aſraid 
that the very propoſimg of this Overture, ag if it wete in; ſavourg and 
: for the Service of young Men, will be of no Advantage to the Re- 
putation of thoſe who, are now. in that Period of Liſe; - It will induce 
the World to believe tbat-thoſe who have the Appearance of being their 
- beſt Friends do themſelves ſuſpect that their Characters are not 
able to ſtand a Trial. and: that the beſt Service they can do them, 
even hen immoral /PraQtices are laid to their; Charge, is to let · them 
: le under the Load, and to prevent any. further Inquiry. If any 
Merchant ſnou d make a publick Decleration, that rom henceforth he 
vouꝭ d not ſuffer his Goods to be ſ% narrowly inſpected as tb were 
wont to be, I believe it wou'd not contribute much to raiſe the Repu- 
| — . 2 * to inerea x ſe 3 of his ee 
And that Fam not ſingular in this Way of thinking, particularly wit 
Reſpoct to the Condo and Characters of Men, "pat any 
ons who looks into the Account that has been given us of a Debate | 
among the firſt Perſonages of the Nation, concerning an Inquiry;mov'd 
-for ſome-Yews/ago into the Conduct of a late great Man. In pri- 
- ate: Liſe, (Sir, John Bernard is repreſented as ſaying) “ we know 
that a good and faithful Steward ĩs deſirous of having his Manage- 
ment and Accounts examined and ſettled as often as poſſible 
An Examination of them can give him no Concern In 
4 publick Life, I am convinced it will always be the ſame. - When 
-« thete is no. Fraud not Myſtery in a Miniſter's Conduct, he will 
* be deſirous of having it often - enquired into. Therefore 
* hem find Miniſters cutting and ſhuffling, -and- making uſe, of: all 
weir Art to prevention Examination into their Conduct, it will al- 
ways be with mea ſtrong Argument ſor an immediate and ſtrict 
Inquiry, Saot: Magazine Vol. 3d p. 104 Whoever, thereſot 
hey be ho expect any Benefit ſrom the Overture, I am. conxin- 
- cedthatthoſe whoſare conſcious: of, their own Innocency of any Crimes 
Haid t their Charge, are no toſ that Number; Forr. 
2 Pray what is it that he Overture protects them from. ? or has 
tho Jeaſt Tendency to prevent! Is there any Thing in it that will 
-cvtitribure, in che ſmalleſt Degree, to reſtrain licentious and defamatory 
Tongues Is there ſo much as any Propoſal offered with that View? 
- Will not the malicious Oppoſers of a good Man's Settlement in any 
-Patiſh, be leſt at as much. Liberty, after the Overture is paſs'd into 
an Act, as beſore to ſorge, and ſet about calumyiors reports 
to his Prejudice? and will it not ſtill be as ſaſe as ever, for any one 
1 


to 


2 | : dee den Nane bring, che Truth to 


[5] 
forthe Sake of FOR Flfect which he forefay it wou'd afiervards 
here er 1 191 


bolt Mean? — — — — 


* — be e Fe 
x as Calumpy Aves 
and thrives upon Lies and Falſhogds. dvd the. Abettots ofthe 
Overture vou d. but give us an Inſtance, here ever a Presbytuty 
| N by... judicial Inquiry: into his Candy... Sure 1 
| | am there 


ſhaibonly mention one, which becauſe I had particular * be 
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d that. were er 


.ong of his on Pariſhi ioners, in 2 Paper that be had Occaſion togine 


in to «the Presby — 1 mentioned Ak of thoſe Facts as what the 
; 155 well to inquire into. But the Man. reſuſing 
10 "undertak 8 the. I libelling: of his er under Pain of Cenſure, 
- "there the 3 Ching was. like, to-Stop.: .. Howeyer:clamaſa,the fama- was, 
theFarmo Proceſs has: laid a Presbytery under, ſo, many odd unintil- 
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Brother had its own. Iuflu ehce in preventing a Remed from being 
preſcribed to him which, however falutary,; i is known 5 none 

Wa moſt agrecable. In this Situation, Sir, the Affair might have 

ke 25 till now, the poor Mans Character torn in Pieces by defa- 

ues, his very Friends not without Suſpicions, and the 
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a true Foundation for 4 ee b Repo W it ſe 
in tie Hands th o” which Xa paſſes, but her, a5 IVE I pl Boy 
2 me. ict People are apt to uſe. a great den | 
H their Neighbouts Re putation in then 6 fo ere 
wi ae haige ae will ady venture, 0 do in ſolemn Ex 
aminition before a Court: Whether it be that the Aw of the - Peat. 
. does” not To immediately and! ſenſibly” nM tem” upor 
"Glen" Occaſians, or that they have not. then 4 lerk ſres 10 
ts down chest Words and keep them on record, ' or that ge. . 
agine 'a private Whiſper t to a Neighbour is not to have fa Por- 
-. tant eonſchutiices, or frem whatever other Sbutce, the Fact I th 
is certain, and obyious to gvery one that has madeany Obſervation, | 
a 4 a3 reddy as the Genetality of People are to take dp a bad report, 
another in their uſual” 5 T * they are as cäntiods on the” 
er Hand when tummpned 1 to give their Pa © before a wrt, 
and ate apter to Keep within than to exceed the Bounds of 'Trith up- 
on ſuch zn Occaſion. "Infornuch that it "fre uently l 
even a Trial upon Wich a Perſon is cony jad t te Ava” 
tage of his Character. But” whether the 5 idence . ihe Wille 
doęs ſo or no, can it de "thought that there is 9 in the por 
tunity that is afforded to and who has indulged Rimſelf ian any. wick- 
ed practice, to repent of it, and to remove 15 Scandal that he has 
gy en, by a” zublick' Profeſſion of his Reperitance? Fs there py 1 
be hoped om the Uſe of a Mein which 18 of diving 
| as to the bringing ſuck a one to Terious Repentance,.. 4 220 gain- 
8 ing a Brother ? ſo that upon the whole, 1 am apt almoſt to eta 
what 1 faid when 1 called a Trial a Medicine of dangerous Operatic 
even to the guilty: * It may make him worle; "bur it may likewiſe 
make him Caine: we ſhou'd always hope that it will. in man . l 
Caſes it will be at leaſt a partial Vindication of his Character, and w 
have fexreely, Ever TIE ST, that it 9 totally clear _ 
ocent 
E il be alledged, chat à Proceſs 175 be carry nyed on agaiiilt 
Peberich er when there is no real or juſt Occaſion for it, I wou' 
- alk 2 place; bave we not Rules already in Force and con. 
_ kfſedly 
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7 MW of Pregbyteries. re 72 power to make a judicial In- 
into the Charakter ; e's and ſuppoling ies 
than I believe they are, to make an unreaſonable. and . 
Whey "Uſe of it, is this a Tufficient Reaſon to aboliſh jt altogether ? 
1 doubts 1 Tre by fy, 152 a great deal e Fins * 
40 e ingnotant and ra 
s and 3 or From by the Miſtakes of the moſt {kill- 
ul Practitioners than ever was done to their Reputatious, by the 
imprudent Zeal of over haſty Presbyteries: And yet I think it yard 
hes very Mjedged and EE: Concern for Men's 1 rs 
take Occaſion from thence to put 2 all xd. any of 
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preach a Sermon, till once the cr) ee lin fr N 
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n wou d never have entered into my Hat 'thatths Incenſiſiency " 
cf the Overtüre with the Apoffles Rules needed the leaſt Multriticn,”. 
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Atotlier bad employed one to hire à Servant for him, with this ex- 


es DifcHior;20be cautiotts whom he pitched upon, and! not to be 
Er! ig engaging any without dug Examination and Trial of his- 
Character; "otherwiſe che Miſcartiages of | ſuch a Servant would de, 
imputed to im: Woult he think it a due Trial and Examination, 
if = unJaftigod that his Friend, after being informed that the Per-* 
ſon hired ner Suſptcibn Þiltaneſty bade been directed to 
fach as were Ahle to ariel him updn that Subſet and, yet, ſooner or 
later had, "without ahy*farther Inguiry engage the Setvant? 

Apgaiti, 128 kam tell me to what purpoſe it is that the Apoſtle ſo 
particulirly* defcribes both to Tory and Tas, the Chafacters that 
be infill; upon in doe be ure te be admitted into the Office of tbe 
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Niniſtry, if the Ordainers have no'Power e 18 ein theſe 
| ha being to them: Is there any meaning or in there hone, 
in 1 Tin. 3. 2. — 10. Tit. 1. 5. ir? If there is" 
meaning in theſe Paſſage at all of which I can ſorm the leaſt. Idea, 
in the Caſe of à Candidates being charged with ar of the Vices 
there mentioned, it muſt either be, that we are not to. urdain him 


vithout poſitive Evidence of the contrary; Virtues; v bich I believe 


- was the ſeriſe of the old Independents; or at leaſt that wwe) are not 
to ordain him without ſinding. upon Trial, . that there is not: ſufficient 
Evidence of his Guilt. This laſt anll loweſbſenſe is all hat I con- 
tend for, and all that my Argument requires. If any one) knows f 
a lover ſenſs; I muſt own that he is wiſer then Tam. What par- 


. ticularly: can be the meaning of that Charader ſo ſrequently repeated, ü 


and upon which ſo great a Streſs ſeems to be laid, that a Biſniop muſt 
. be. blameleſs? 1 Tim: 3. 4. Tit. f. 6,7. Far be it om me toſ ex · 
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a; ſelves as being under a particu and bave 
Rea ſon — be — any 5 and 8 TER that 
indulge them in may be brought to turn to 
_ Diſadyantage-it,may be preſumed that they w 15 more upon 
their Guard: But hen once they think themſelves almoſt ut le Reach 
of Cenſare, it cannot but be a Temptation to them, to;lay.the Reins 
Ace upom the. Neck of their youthful, Inclinations. The beſt of vs 
all ate tho beiter for ſome curbs and Reſtraints : But the want of them 
muſt be more eſpecially felt by thoſe/who, have no higher Principle 
o keep them within/the Bounds of Decency. And if any ſuch can 
de ſuppoled 5 — the Candidates for 75 Miniſtry, I 85 kin 
know how ecclefiaſtical Cenſures e moſt os. reach Thien, 
iſtdis Qverture was once en de 11 1: 
+. 9+, But above all, the Argu ment that Weighs moll with me, is « that 
hotely 4 ider Door wou'd 1 5 wi ned.for the Admiſſion of bad Men into 
tho lacred Order of the Miniſtry. How .otherwile can. we exclude 
hem- but by judicialy detecting their Wickedneſs, and excluding 
them upon that account? And how: can their Wickedneſs be thus 
detected, iſ we are not to be allowed to ſummon them, or any way 
begin a Proceſs, tho? we ſhould have all the moral Certainty that can 
be had without a Proceſs, of particular Inſtances of impiety in their 
Behaviour. except in the twa rare, and ſearcely. to be Vo ed Caſes 
-in;the Overture? none of which are contrived with any View either 
-to the Neepneſs. of ihe Guilt, or the Certainty of. the Information. 
A This Danger appears to me to be ſo obvious, ſo clear; and fa cer- 
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1 Thee is # fWoDld Intereſt that our Church has given to the People, 
4 or at leaft to the principal Perſons of a Congregatibn in the settle. 
ment of a Vacancy vis. 4 Conern in the Choice of — 9 — and 
4 Right of objecting to His Character and of ſeeing thoſe Objectiens 
exarnitned* and di ſeuſſed. Where the People enjoy the firſt of th, 

Privileges in its füll Vigour, there will be the leſs Inconveriience in 
| being deprived ofthe other; as in all Caſes where there is no legal Eſta- 
| bliſhment,” but rhe Maintenance of the Miniſter depends upon the 
4 Contributions of the People. But when the former privilege” is in- 
fringed, there is doubtleſs ſo much the more Neceffity for maintain- 

, ing” and preſetving to them the ſecond in its utmoſt Extent. For 

( when they are totally deprived; both of the one and of the other: 

ö is no ſort of Queſtion with me whether they would not then have 

f ſufficient Ground to wiſh that the Office it f. f was aboliſhed next. 
| If thisOverture ſhall be turned into a ftanding Rule, which wou'd de- 

| 

| 


pve the People of one of thoſe Privileges ; and if at the fame Time, 

te Antempt that has been carrying on for ſome Time, againſt the 
other ſhon'd” likewiſe ſucceed ſo fir as that a Preſentation ſhou'd 
bo the finiſhing Stroke of a Settlement, in that Cafe, Sir, I think 
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hee blame of fYepriving” our People of tlie ſhare tliey bad in che- 
election of a Miniſter may poſſibly be laid upottr u Parliament d. 
ſeed to our Intereſts. But®belides that, it has how appeared by 
Tong Courſe ol experience, that if the Church Judicatortes, in whole 
Han $ the Exccution of this Law was lodged by our Enemies tem- 
ſelyes (and, we cannot ſuppoſe it will be taken out of them by u 
Friends) would uninitmou iy agree in ſteering a prudent and middle 
Courſe, neither irritating the 


neit People on the one Hand by Nau 
trampling on their Privileges, and making Settlements over their 
Bellies as it were, as has been done in ſome clamant Caſesz nor on theo- 
ther Hand, provoking Patrouns wantonly to thwart us and them, by a 
diſobliging Behaviour towards them on idle and unneceſſary Occaſions; 
if thus we wou'd ſhew on our Part a Diſpoſition to make both ſides 
as eaſie as is conſiſtent with our Duty and the Regürd we owe to the 
more FL Intereſts of Religion, we might prevent that abſolute 
\ ence of the Patrons upon the Inelinations'of "the People, 
which alone can enable them to do much Miſchief Mud pray who 
are they that have made ſo many bold Paſhes to inveſt the Patria wich 
this abſolute, independent and uncontrollable Power ?tolay the Relicks 
of any Privileges that the People ſtill retain in this Matter quite prö- 
ſtrate at their Fact? and thus to leave it intitely in the Hands df 
Patrons to make a uſe of their Powet thut wou d nor only be diſeredit- 
able to themſelves, but fatal to the real Intereſts oſ true Religion? 
Beſides all this, who is it that is endeavouring to wreſt out of the Peo- 
ples Hands the other Privilege, and the only one that remains to theih 
1ntire from any Encroachment of the civil Power, that of demanding 
and obtaining Satisfaction as to the Character of Candidates? If they 
loſe this too, and thereby the loſs of the former become more abſoluite 
and compleat, more truly detrimental, and more ſenſibly- ſelt, will 
we have any to blame but ourſelves alone? Did ever the civil Ma- 
- 'giſtrate interpoſe in the ſmalleſt Meaſure to bind up our Hands here, 
or. to hinder us from improving the Advantage we enjoy in this Point 
tothe utmoſt? Let us ſuppoſe that they had; that by Act of Parliament 
we were to de ane Jen ing the Character of any Candidate, 
but tp on two very chimerical Conditions, that can ly ever 
be ſuppoſech to be unconteſtably exiſtent; wou'd' we not be ready to 
gok upon this as an Encroachment moſt pernicious to the Inter of 
Dy get good Biſhops m England actually feel this Yoke 
at's Wreithed ane ger Necks, pinchitig and galling them moſt 
fully? Bo we nor Men afuaily fink ing under the Load, and 
Hear them . nenn the Weight of it? And 
are we ſo foe Fat big aun e With; their prese Cate 
ttt che very Iron Ferters they woukdſtmagletocaRoff, if a ſtrugle woul: 
ſet them at Liberty; ws regard #5 2 n Chain wheragith we chaſe 
ey | "Mc ; yoluntarly 


 valuntatly;and'wantdnly;toadorn. Gree ee 
beg — the Dep 99.91. ws SE 
2 0 made their { Clergy 2 G the e Gi 

we 


practical Religion, there I muſt take 0 Liberty ee e bin 
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hoaRuall y poſſe(s it, withouy controul Sonar 


ont: ſelvex of it, and — Un ee what they would 


ghet up at our Feet. d i 1 ogg 1 
{And how, Dear Sir, to draw Wa of this i lon 4 


think I may; to ou who;know ma better tage 
that h have bedn, Andi till I am an Enemy ol 7 yrran 
—— Matters, and When — 5 
eceleſiaſticks. Liberty and ee — ove i m. en 
of my Heart: hut Licentiouſneſs I equal eed the more 1 
abiitk; and, as I imagine, the more, 5 the more am 
J confirmed, in the chef ol . —— difinguith the 


_ ere ant, de 


any one has a — of EF: that is -i 


The very Reaſon hy IL love Moderation, — hate Tyranny an 
erſecution for Conſcience Sake, is, becauſe I think the one Friendly 


40, and-the; other deſtructive: of the Practice of Virtue and. true 


Religion. And thereſore to extend that Moderation in Favours of 
Vice, ar to relax the Diſcipline of the Church, in Matters where 
Conſcience cannot, and is not ſo much as pretended to. be concerned, 
appears to me to be ſo ſar from being the Effect of right Moderation, * 
„that it 45 utterly-inconſiſtent with that which .renders Mogeration 
amiable or a Fight Thing. And .I find that in fact, true Diſcipline - 


Kin to one another can ſcarcely, ever ſubſiſt or breathe together in 
+the-Gme Air. One of the molt. remarkable Inſtances of this we 
«have in the Nemam Church, ſor ſome Centuries immediately pre- 


{eeeding the Reformation. When was there ever a Time when, the 


{Nerves of Diſcipline, particularly in ſo far as it has =D *- 
Subject of, this, Letter, were ſo abſolutely , unſtrung ;, 

aſunder, When thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it. cl have hed ＋ 
Ad in the moſt open Contempt thereof, trample it under their Feef, 


-and triumph, in the moſt lawleſs Riot, over its lifeleſs Carcaſe ? And 
Mietbulor yet 


188d Perſechtion, or Tyranny over Conſcience, inſtead of 26 a | 


882 333 ˙—rnl n ͤ ͤœůdwe Foe uo Ree ed Wa r ²˙ . —· WV 


Py 
* 


apply to that: Period likewiſe. As if Perſecution was not able to 


©. 


Leis 1 


3 
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-infiſted an: abd that; with: ſuch z crocl. and -tyranical Authority! 
- with-ſach-ſevere Penalyes+ ot with ſuch a rigorous. and pnrelenting 
Execution of them AI an Experiment bad hen intended W 
beanadehow far Men were capable oſ being driven to Reſignation of 
- their very Senſes, as well as fheir Resſon, to the domineering Im- 
. ions oſ abe Church. The. ſame Thing may be obſerved. of the 
Laudaa Faction beſore the civil . England. In proportion a 
all ſorts of Diſcipline withiRegard to the Manners eſpecially of. Eccle: 
ſiaſticks wa relaxed, at tuther ſcarned and deteſted, Impoſitions vp- 
on Men Gonſciences were gere wed up to ſo much A 
and inſorced with the morecrigerous Penalties. And there is. 
tao freſka Remembrance of the guffering of gur own. Church in King 
le IId's Time, not to be ſenſible how eaſily the obſervation v 


ita Head üll once Church Diſcipline was quite ſubdued and laid pre- 


2 


e 
= 


did? This was the Point upom which he hieiſelſ ſtated his Seperation 
fromm the Church of England, and rather than give it up, he choſe a 
Stats of Perlecution, when he might hay e been in Poſſeſſion of a Piſhop- 
rick . He told that Parliament that reſtored King Charles II in a Ser- 
mot that he preached! befare them, when ſpeaking of the Settlement. 


* of the Ec ick Canſtitution upon the intended: Reyolution, that 


if itwas'to-be/inconſifterit with the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, hey wou d 
exclude him and all that were oſ his Mind. 80 that he was really. 3 
Martyr for it. Biſhop: Burnet was of ſo large, and. ſo free a Wa of 
Tbünking, and ſa canſtant and Zealous an Enemy ta all Perſecution 
ſor Conſcience fake, that the high Church Party traduced him a8 2 
 Latitudinarian.” And yetiby the above Quotations ſrom him it 15 
pæan bow much he was à Friend to Church Diſtipline, particular 

the Branch of it, that is pow diſputed, and how ſeriouſly he regreted 


the Want of it in the Church o EAgland. I might make the ſame Ob- 


ſervation of good Men amongſt the Foreign Divines. Particularly 
Mr. Oſter wald who laboured ſo heartily againſt Impoſuions in Mat 
der of Faith, imputes Ine Corroption that is among Chriſtians oy 


and eminently pious Men fling the paſtoral Charges * There 


ben 


-ths Want of: Diſcipline, in that excellene Treatiſe thur be wrote of 


the Clauſes of that Corruption. - adu8 U οννν [ne au 


*(/Ewor'd fain hope, Sir, that che Libetey the Moderation, and.free 


"thinking that has been gaining Ground-arongſt-us, is of this Sort. A 
Liberty, not from the Dominion of Conſelenice or the eternal and ĩm- 
mũtable Rules of — ; but from Impoſitlons againſt Confeience': 
"Which ſuppoſes that Cabs and not only demands Sub- 
miſſion, but has obtained an [Acknowledgement thar-Obddienc: is its 
due: A Moderation not in O true Zeul, with which it is 
-good always to be AﬀeRed in 2 good Thing, and .in — 
When we are Zeulous of good Works; but — 
iy, and perſecution, in oppoſition Hand An- 
V ſtriſe and contention, and — — Worksiofithe 
— and proceed from immoral Habits: 2 Manner of thinking free 
from any Submiſſion to Authority, but an Authority that is human 
only, — divine; rer from any- Influence, not of the clear dictates | 
of the Underſtanding but of: the-inferiour Paſſions, and brutiſſu nr of 
petites} and if this be a right Thing then tho irrational G | 


tion of them muſt in other Inſtances likewiſe be wrong.” If that 


[Liberty that ſeems to · be now fo highly prized, by many of the young - 
er Clergy eſpecially, and, for my Pair, J think, not —— if it 
be of the kind I have deſcribed; 1. ſear no Oppoſition from that: Quar- 
ler, to the / vigorous Exerciſe-of dicipline, the tendency. of which is 


to promote ihe ſame good Purpoſes,” and to prevent the fame Evils, 


that are promoted or re 5 . — 
Are right Things. n e e bi 
I am really very fur Hom Alis that there 56: mem any-forned.Dejign 
-apainſt ſo important a Branch of our Diſcipline, as that ig which 
the Overture in its oun Nature wou'd certainly give a deadlyſtroke ut. 
I believe it to be nothing but an unpremeditated Sally; like the ſud- 
den Motion of an Arm in a defenſive Way, when one imagines him - 
ſelf, or which is the fame Thing any of his Friends to be-inidanger; 
and tis certain that the Eyes of our Mind may by ene eee 
be ſo ſtrongly attracted towards one fide of an Objet; that we may 
thereby be prevented ſrom viewing it in all its Arent Lights, or 
perceiving how it appears on the oppoſite Side. And L cannot help 
perſuading my ſelf, that the Matter wou'd go no farther, if the Ma- 
Jority of the Members of Aſſembly cou'd-be' but perſuaded to take 
fie Leiſure in adverting to the natural Operation of it; and wou'd 
Leriouſſy and delibetately attend to its certain Conſequences. 
* Notwithſtanding all 1 have ſaid formerly, and I'm ſure within 


— of the preſent State of this Church as to the Morals of the 


Clergy, I thank God that there are ſtill fo many that are truly good 


is 


in 
10 
4 
'C 
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1 7710 
is one Circumſtance that gives me, and I doubt not will give others 
an univerſal good Opinion of the whole Body of our Clergy, and 


that is upon 
the Bulk. of us and par- 


us, to act duri 
ticulary all ſuch as were in earneſt for Presbyterian Principles would 
appear in the Way we did, I believe no Body ever queſtioned. 
But that all the fair Means and foul Means that were then made uſe 
of, if it were but to huſh our impertinent Tongues for a little, that 
all the lying Stories that were then handed about and fwallowed 
without Suſpicion by Whigs theniſelves, the deſperate Situation in 
which Matters were ted when better Intelli was ;quite 
Bae whereby ſo many of all other Ranks were ſhaken, and 
ſomeTarried off their Feet, that all this met with ſuch Ready Firm- 
meſzin our Body, that there were but two Exceptions in the Whole, 
as fur as ever. I heard, and one of theſe, only an Inſtance oſ no very 
ſurpriſing puſillanimity, is really, in my. Opinion, ſuch a diſtinguulh 
Fonour to us, that I think we may juſtiy Congratulate one another 
upon it. I am ſure it gave me a-molt ſincere pleaſure. I ſhall furth- 
ther acknowledge, Sir, that it is no ſma ll addition to the Pleaſure 
of this Proſpect, that I my ſelf know ſeveral, and I have heard of 
many other Inſtances of Candidates for the Miniſtry, in whom I truly 
crejgice, as well as many hopeful Students of Divinity. But then I 
am q much the more concerned, that this agreeable and hopeful 


Proſpect be not darkned. It is our. Diſcipline alone 40 which it can 
be imputed. As long as this is able to ſtand its, Grqund, and pre- 


ſerves its full Vigour, the Church I dare fay, will ſtill zetain.a'pro- 


portionable ſhare of its native Beauty, It will be, as Solomon elegant- 


1y-expreſles it, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible 4. an 
Arm with Banners. But as ſoon as this Part of the Scene is ſhifted, 


the. Curtain I'm perſuaded will fall upon every Thing that is delight- 


Ful-in the whole. The Church will then become dirty as the Earth, 
dark as the Night, and contemptible as a diſorderly Mob, or undiſ- 
plined Militia. And therefore upon the whole, let me conclude in 
the Words of the celebrated Mr. Addi n 


Remember, O my Friend's the Laws the Right. 
Tha generous Plan of Power delivered dowurnn 
From Age to Age by your renowned Forefathers 
880 dearly bought, the Price. of ſo much Blood.) 
D let it never periſh in your Hands 
But piouſly tranſmit it to your Children. 
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2. Strong Saas of Suſpicion. 2 8 
3. Various, contradifory, and uncertain es, p. 
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ſerved by the Overture. 


Seven Obſervations upon the Caſe of a Libel, as ſeemingly red 
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Anſwer to the 1 or the Overture, taken from the aa 
5 thoſe Rules with Reſpect ro Miniſters in the Form of Proceſs. 
1. That by the Limitation of the Rules to Miniſters, the l 

þ 4 of the Form of Proceſs is againſt the Overture. 45. 
2. Great Difſerences between the Caſe of Miniſters and that of 
8 in five Particular. ibid. 


3. The Rules, as expreſſed in the Form 9 off Proceſs, a great deal = 
favourable with Reſpect to Miniſters yi | 
Reaſons for ſuſpecting that the Aſſembly which enacted the Eons | 
Proceſs, did not intend what ſeems to be the moſt obvious Means 1 , 
theſe Rnles. 15 


4. The Protection afforded by theſe Rules after Ordination, 4 Reaſon 
for P much the ftricter Scrutiny before it. 54 
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